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plain on the floor of the House of such
treatment, irealment which I helieve does
not receive lhe support of many of my
lahour friends opy:osile, although =ome
of thein are rabid enough te endorse it.
T have pretly well conelnded wmy task;
T have pointed out where the Government
nave utlerly failed finaneially, where the
borrowing has heen lavish and the ex-
pemditnre extravagan(; thal as compared
witl its condition under ihe Liberal Ad-
minislration this country is fast heing
run wnto debt up to ils very ears, if T
may nse the term; that the policy of my
friend opposiie seets to he that the more
nioney we can hovrow the hetler oiff we
are, and the higeer the overdrafl we ean
wet the more solvent are we. Sueh a
svstem has alwavs proved disastrous (o
the individual. and it will prove disastrous
to the nafion if the people see fit fo
permit our friends opposite to earry it
on for another term,

On motion Iy the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned 857 p.on.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 7th July, 1914.
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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read pravers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Workers’
Homes Board—Reports of the Chairman
for the years ended 30th June,
1912, and the 30th June, 1913. 2,
Workers’ Homes Aect, 1911, and Work-
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ers’ Homes Act Amendment Act, 1912—
Financial Stalement and Report for the
yeurs ended 30th June, 1912, and the
30th June, 1913, 3. Siatle Steamship
Service — Audil - Report and Balance
Sheet for year ended 30th June, 191,
4, Health Aect. 1911—Leederville Muni-
cipal Conneil—Amendnment of By-law 24,

ASSENT TO SUPPLY  RILL.
Message from the Governor receiveld
and real notifvine assend to the Soappiy

Bill, £1.379,650.

ADDRESS-IN-REPTY.
Fourth Day.

Dehaie resnmed from the 2nd July,

Hon. BR. .JJ. LYNN (Wesl): Since last
sesstonn. the hiennial elections Lor the
Jouneil have been held. and while e
Housze has henelited by the accession of
new memheis. 1.lesire {o make reference
io some of those gentlemen who are no
longer armongst us. 1 wish lo refer
gpecially 1o my late colleague, Mr, Moss,
who for many vears held prominent posi-
fions in Ministries. and was not only a
valnable member 1o the West provinee,
bat ene who renderved great ®service to
this State, a genileman whose opinion.
hon. members will asree, was valued in
this Chamher. T think T should mentinn
this in order (o have an appreciation of
his services reeorded on the pages of
Hansard. Will reference to the Gover-
nor's Speech. with the exception of the
re-appearanee  of many old familiar
Priends, there seems to be little olther than
a considerable amount of padding, (o-
gether with a enlogy of the administra-
lion of the present Government. While
congratulating the hon. Alr. Miliington on
his speech in moving the adoplion of the
Address-in-reply. and the hon. Mr. Cor-
nell on his speech in seconding the mo-
tion, I agree with the hon. Mr. Colebatek
when he said that the bon, Mr. Cornell's
idea of mending this Chamber is some-
what different from the attitude adopted
by that gentleman when he first took kis
seat in the House.  Doubiless the en-
vironment of this Chamber has had some
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little steadving effeci on the hon. member,
and | have no doubt that after a few years
the mover of the motion will appreeiale
n the same direetion as the seconder evi-
dently has sinee he frst gave voiee to his
opinjons in this Chamber.  Regarding
the education regulation referred to hy
the hon. Mr. Colebateh, I have no wish
10 siress the matter other than to speak
of the position as it affects the public
school at Fremantle. Nine out of 10 of
the boys who gained seholarships las.
vear would nol have heen eligible to sif
for the examination if the present regu-
lation had heen in foree at thai time, and
1 irnst that this class distinetion will not
he drawn, and ihat the Mimster will sen
his way eclear fo amend the regulation.
Wilkout doubl there are many parents
of children atiending publie schools who
are unahle {o aiford to pay the addifional
eos{ to provide higher eduealion for their
children. 1 desire to congratulate the
Ctovernment in eonnection with the milk
supply in the metropolitan area, hul I
regret 1hat there s no reference in the
Speech to foslering an indusiry which
at the present (ine would mean so mueh
to the State.  In West provinee alone
there is a great area of land fairly ad-
jacent to the eitvy and in close proximity
to Fremantie. namely, that surrounding
I'remantle, and in the Coogee. Jandakot,
Bihra Lake. and Roekingham districts, a
large tract of coundry, the resnmpiion of
which should receive the consideralion of
the Government. The eonsiruetion of a
railway from the present termings al the
explosives magazines (o Rockingham
wonld not he very costly. Tn the earlv
days of Fremantle it was intended that
the magazines shonld be situated at a
point further sonth ;nd close to Roeking-
ham, and in view of the seitlement in and
avound the magazines at the present time,
the Government might well take into con-
sideralion the question of removing the
magazines toe a poini close to Rocking-
ham. This would necessitate the ecoun-
struction of the railway, and the line ai
the same time would assist to develop
that portion of the State. I have heen
told on the best of authority that the land
is very suilable for dairving purposes,
and eonsidering the large sums of money
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which are bhewg sent out ok e Stale
annually for daivy produce, it would be
wise for the CGovernment fo foster the
industry in this direetion. 1 desire to
congratulate the Government also on
the fact of the record harvest having
been handled snceessfully by the rail-
ways, In addition to 1,300,000 bags of
wheat cxported from Fremantle alone
during the pasi year, the Government
railwavs were ealled upon, to i{ransport
large fonnages of coal' from Bunbury. as
well as large cargoes from the port of
Fremanile, and T lhave no hesitation in
saving Lhat the facililies provided by lhe
transport deparlment last year were
equal, if not superior, to those of any
previons admivistralion in the Railway
Depaviment.  Mentinn is alse ade in
the ‘Speech 1o the purehase of the Lraw-
way system of Perth and suburbs, and
althongh the hon. Mr. Colebateh for the
sixth or seventh time criticised the Ciov.
ernment for purehasing his nndertaking,
T frel no regret at having supported (he
Pill. T helieve that all public utilities
should he owned and conlvolled by the
State. 1 undersiand that the 10 per cent.
aross profit, exclusive of the system bav-
ing been maintained to the highest stand-
ard of eflictency. in addition to a fair
amount of money having heen set asile
for repewals, in ilself provides eonfirma-
tion of the view laken hy the select eom-
miltee whieh inguired Into this matter,
And, furthermore, as this Cily progresses
and the svstem extends, no opportunity
would be given to any Iuiure Govern-
ment to purchase under more favourabie
conditions than those under which the
present Government lought; and there-
fore T think the aection of the Government
in purchasing when they did was in the
best interests of this State. 'The Speecl
refers to the ontput of coal as in quan-
tity and value being well maintained,
and, indeed, eonslitnting a record for the
State. T have no desire to speak at
length on the eoal question. A Royal
Commisston s siiting at lhe present Hme
with a view, if possible, of arriving at a
veport which will assist this indostry. 1
laim that it is an industry which, in the
vear: lo come, will be one of i(he best
assete of the Slate.  The touuage for
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hunkering purposes aloue last year in
Fremanlle exceeded by 50 per eent. the
tonnage of any previous year, and the
bunkering at Bunbury was also in exeess
of that of previcus wvears. The IFremantie
Harbour Trust Comumissioners in their
repori refer {o Lhe value fo the Stale of
the bunkering (rade as Tollows:—

The steady inerease in favour ol
Fremantle harbour as a eoaling poct
for homeward-hound steamers from ihe
Fastern  Slales ‘has lo be ecarefullv
noied, and there is every prospect of
this trade growing fo he a heavy wnil
valnable one. especially as these vesseld
are so often awvailable for pieking up
comparatively small part eargoes.

It is well known that if a bunkering port
¢ he extahblished in any State or eonn-
try, the benelils to-be derived from it are
cousiderable.  As the Harbour Trusl re-
port zets fortl, i1 is an inducement for
steamers lo come heve, and will bring
in that additional eompetition whieh will
give the produeers of (he State an oppor-
tunity of exporling at low rates of
freight. It will also mean the bringing
into this Slate of a considerable amount
of mouey, hecause it must be recognised
that every steamer coming into the port
to bunker, especially to bunker the loeul
product, leaves a considerable amount of
woney in the Siate tor bunker coal, as
well us the money expended in other div-
ections—providing a eonsiderable amount
of traffiec for our railways and of work
for our people. 1 have o wish to pursue
this subjeet at any length, as 1 had an
vpportunity of placing my views before
the Commission. That Commission’s re-
port, I feel sure, is heing awaited wilth
vonsiderable inlerest by {lie people gener-
ally. T notiee in the Speech a reference
to the encouragement that is to be given
1o the Phillips River idistriet by the Gov-
ernment, in connection with the opening
of the smelters and the lreatment of the
ore. I can tell the leader of this House
that, so far as Phillips River is econ-
cerned, it will be an extremely difficult
matter for the Government to afford am-
ple facilities, even by Lhe smelters, under
existing conditions, [ have personally
hed considerable experience of the port.

[COUNCIL.]

and Phillips River is nnfortunately not
provided with a decent harbour or port.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who made the port?

Hon, R. J. LYNN: Whatever guided
ihose who made that port in making it,
has nathing at all to do with me. T have
landed more carge over the Phillips River
jetty iban any otler company trading
into that port. That was all the material
in connection wilth the ecenstruction of
the  Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe railway,
There is | raclically no water, and for
days and days it is impossible Lor a vessel
to discharse.  We ali know as regards
coke, whicli is the principal eommodity
in connection with smelting, it is praeli-
cally hnpossihble 10 handle coke exeepl at
very heavy voxt. My opinion is that un-
less the Government are prepared to open
up another harbour, perhaps at Donbtful
Jsland Bay, in order to serve that par-
ticular «istriet, it could be betfer served
by junetioning with the Great Southern
railway at a suitable point 1o open up
Ravensihorpe and the surromnding eoun-
try.

Hon, J. Cornell: You will admit that
the harbour is placed in the wrong posi-
tion?

Hou. R. J. LYNN: I cannot say that
the harbour is in a wrong place, because
it is nearest to Ravensthorpe,

Hon. J. Cornell: There is no holding
o,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Theve is no holding
ground, There is absolutely nothing to
recommend the harbour in any respect;
and my poini is this, that if assistanse
is nueessary to this partienlar distriet.
then il is necessary that the Government,
in order to serve the distriet, shoulsd
serve it by railway commmmication from
a point on the Greal Southern railway.
The Speecl refers to ruilway construe-
fion, saying—

Railway construction has been vig-
arongly carried ou, and, in addition to
those lines handed over sinee 1st July,
1013, other railways, involving a total
of 200 miles, will, it is anticipated, be
handed over to the Railway Depart-
ment by December next. There will, nt
that date, be a further 295 wiles of
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railway in process of construetion.

Surveys of new railway lines totalling

378 miles have been authorised.

In other wonds, the railways in process
of econstruction, and the railways au-
thorised, come 1o a total mileage of 783,
Now. in view of the Public Works De-
parfment construction capaeity, which
may be stated at approximately 250 miles
per annum, it is apparent that it will
be impossible to complete all these rail-
ways under a period of 21% or 3 years;
that is, if the present Administration
propose to continue on the departniental
conzrruetion system. If if is not intended
to proceed with departmental construe-
{ion and tenders are to be called, 1 shall
be glad to know whether it is the inten-
lion of the Government, supposing the
Fsperance Railway Bill 1s passed, to lel
that railway by contrael or build it de-
partmentally? 1f 1l is to be built in ae-
cordanee with the Government poliey, de-
partmeniaily, do they then propose to
give it precedence over (he railways which
are already authorised? If not, then of
necessity some three years must elapse
before its construction could be proceeded
with. If I am right in this contention,
I shall be glad to know what is the ur-
gency, in a short session, to introduce
this Ezperance Railway Bill again$

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Will the hon., member take that
view on all railways?

Hon. R, J. LYNN: In reply to the
Houworary Minister, T consider that if
railways are authorised, they are neces-
sary, and that if they are necessary lhere
should be no precedence, and that rail-
ways already authorised should not he
delayed by any other proposal intro-
dueed subsequently.

Member: The Esperance railway is
necessary.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: n my opinion,
railways should be constructed in ae-
cordance with the order in which the
weasures authorising them are passed.
TPerhaps the Government realise that the
arrears in eonnection with construction
are heavy; and, as thev are anxious Lo
build these numerous lines, il ix nob un-
reasonable to expeei that they will de-
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part from their policy of departmental
construction and let some of these rail-
ways by conlract. The Speech refers
to barbour accommodation, and [ lave
no desire to approach this subject in any
pavoehial spirit. The Speeeh says—
Harbour improvements at Fremantle
are heing actively  proceeded with,
Schenes for the improvement of the
harbours at Albany and Buunbury bave
been approved, and plans for Gerald-
Jton are under consideration, A com-
mencement{ has been made at Albany,
amdl the work at Bunbury is to be un-
dertaken without delay, whilst a quarry
for the supply of sione for the break-
waler at Geraldton has been located,
As L osaud. I have no desire (o be
parochial in this eonneetion, Undoubt-
cdly, Albany and Bunbury are both en-
titled to their lharbour aceommodation,
I know that a considerable amount .of
frade has been lost to this State in dnys
gone by owiug to the people of Bunbury
not being able to accommodate steamers
calling there, in respect to bunker sup-
plies. That trade was lost to the State.
However, T would like the AMlinister to
take note of one or two of my objections
to matters already raised as regards pro-
ceeding with the improvement of these
parlicular harbours, while ne policy lias
been defined in eonneetion with the ehist
port of the State, though that port is not
being altogether neglected. T am willing
to concede this point to the present Ad-
ministration, that, so far ns additional
accomnodation within the existing limits
of the present larbour is concerned, the
Government have pushed on in ovder lo
utilise every available ineh of the berth-
age accommodation within the limits of
our inher harbour, That, however, is
not the point T desire to stress. The
point I do wish to stress ig that some
iwo vears ago an ewminent engineer
whom the Government of the day had in
their employ, Mr. Ramsbotham, was
called upon to report un the harbours
of our coasts. That gentleman’s reporls
and plans, I helieve were duly completed.
Within the last twe or three months the
Minister for Works has visited Albany
and Bunbury. Plans of the exteusions
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ol those harbours have peen drawn; and,
naturnlly, the residents of those two
ports ave jubilant, and are giving every
credit to the Governmenl tor at last in-
itiating some scheme, and svme defined
policy, for the extensions of Lhose porls.
But, while Mr. Ramsboiham’s sehemes
with muodifieations have been adopted,
there is no reference in the Speech re-
speeling a policy for the Fremantle har-
hour. To a deputation recenily the Pre-
mier stated that the present railway
bridges at Bremantle were in a state of
disrepair, and thal a eertain dewree of
danger sftached to the vunning of trains
over these bridges, Within the last week
we have seen a lelter wrilten to Mr. Car-
penter, who has a seat in another placge,
attributing to the Legislative Couneil, in
sone measure. the delay, which is owing
to the want of poliey on the part of the
(rovernment. The Premier also said, in
reply to the depulation referred to, that
if the Legislative Counecil had passed the
Public Works Committee Bill the poliey
relative to the extension of the IFre-
mantle harbour would have been seltled
hefore now. What [ am unable to fol-
low is this: if harbour improvements and
extensions al Bunbury and Albany can be
proceeded with in the absence of the aid
of a Public Works Commitiee, why is
it that Fremautle harbour improvements
cannot be talen in hand without the aid
of a Public Works Commitlee? This ar-
gument has Dbeen brought forward in
Fremantle and staled on public plat-
forms: namely, that (he Legislalive ("oun-
¢il is responsible for the delay in con-
nection with the policy of the Fremantle
harhour, [ do not think any member of
the House will Lake such a thing as that
serionsly, although the qunestion of the
extension of the Fremantle harbour,
which is the chiet port. is more acute
than that of the extension of other ports.
I'he position is that we have the vexedl
question in Fremantle of the inner ver-
sus the outer harbour extensions. We
have advocates for the inner harbour,
and advocates for the outer harbour.
Two members representing Fremantle in
another place advoecate the extension of
the outer harbour. while another member,
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the Honorary Minister (Ilon. W. C.
Angwin), favours the inmer harbour ex-
tension ; elearly proving to my mind that
the vejection of the Publie Works Com-
mittee Bill by the Legislative Couneil has
nothing to do with the delay in conneec-
iljon with the Fremantle harbour. thal it
is purely on account of the Government
not wishing to accept the responsibility
of declaring ror or against one or the
other of Lhe alternative schemes. When
we take into consideration the acute stage
reached in Fremantle. cspecially the in-
ability to find accommodalion. and the
further inahility of ilre Harbour Trost
Commissioners to reply to queries re-
specting future intentions, T may he par-
doned for reading a few exiracts from
the Havhour Trust’s rveport of 1913 in
order to show the position of the Fre-
mantle harbour. The report is on the
Table. Tt has been eiveulated only with-
in the lasi month or twoe. This is what
the Commissioners say—

What the (‘ommissioners had fore-
seen for upwards of two years has in-
deed alreaiy come to pass in that the
agents of one of the latest additions
to the Anglo-unshialian feet appealed
to them in July for aceommodation for
the s.s. ‘“Nestor’ in August, but ow-
ing to the faet that Lhe depth of water
had nol heen increased the owners re-
fused to allow the ship to eall af Tre-
mantle. and she was sent i to Albany
ingtead. 1t is truce she left Albany
drawing less water than ships that
have already used Fremantle harbour,
but she was not leaded down to her
maximum, and in any case the faet
remains that the circumstances are
snel that owners will nol take the risk
of allowing their deep draught ships {o
cnter the port under present condi-
tions. What that means and will eon-
tinue to mean in a commereial sense
is impossible to foresee as a trade =uch
as a regular shipping business ix of
necessity forced to adapt itself to cur-
tain conditions from which eertain de-
finite rontes and avenues are gradu-
ally evolved which it is difficult 1o
afterwards change, and if it is allowed
to become n settled prineiple that =«



(7 Jury, 1914.]

port is to be slunued for any import-
ant reason the results are distinetly de-
trimental t¢ that port and all those
who are endeavouring to do business
through it. The question is undoubt-
edly one of great national importance,
and as such the Commissioners have
always regarded it, but in the helpless
condition in which they are placed they
have to rest content with just the wmea-
sure of assistance in such a vital mai-
ter as keeping the chief port of the
State in a fit condition to meet the
growing demands of the world’s sea
trade as the Governments of the day

see fit to dole out to them. Al this
junciure, therefore, there s nothing
the Conunissioners can say  further
than that they have kept the urgent
neeessity for immediately  deepen-

e the water of Fremantle EHarbour
steadily before the Guvernment for the
past two years and more, and are still
in the mortifying position in having te
announece no progress beyond a written
estimate of cost and the production
of a sketeh drawing showing the pro-
posals.
Clearly indieating that, although the
urgency of this guestion is so great and
the puosition so acute, the Government, for
=ome reason or olher, will not iniliate any
poliey i connection with this extension.
As 1 =id, the queston is one of the inner
versus the outer harbour. Siill, T say no
excuse made hy the Government will
justify them in putting the chief port of
the State in the posilion in whieh it is
to-day, They should declare their poliey
in connection with it, and if the policy
of the extension of the inner as against
the outer harbour gives risc to some dis-
satisfaction on the part of some of their
supporters, that should not be allowed to
delay the Government. Mr, Carpenter
moved in another place recently for the
appointment of a Royal Commission to
investigate the question. T was sorry to
hear Mr, Holmes refer to it as a party
movement. I do not believe it. T be-
lieve the present Administration are op-
posed to the appointment of a Royal
Comimission. TFrom what T ean gather
as a resnlt of many deputations it is
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apparcnl that they have all the data
sufficient for them to come to some settle-
at once. There is no question in my
mind that the delaying of this is sowme-
thing not allogether lo the eredit of the
Aduministeation. 1 do not propoese to put
forward any arguinents in advance of
the outer as against the inmer harbour.
What the people of Fremantle desire at
the ecarltestl possible moment is some
definite poliey which will afford lhem
security. There is a feeling at the
present time that by the sweeping away
of the bridges the seeurities will be
affected in some portion of the town, and
irade will be diverted in some other direc-
tion.  Ounr anxiety in Fremantle is merely
for a fair deal. We want something
which will net only be in the interests of
Fremanile, bat of the Staie as well, and
we ask for some commission to settle this
question once for all. In advoeating the
outer harbouy, T do so beeause we have
there an expanse of water in which
steamers may manceuvre in any weather,
We know that the navigators of to-day.
with their large steamers, do not like
navigating in narrow wafers, and we ask
that some commission or some expert
should he appointed to settle the guestion
at once. Tn this regard T propose to read
another extract from the Harhour Trust's
report. This is whal {he Commissioners
say on the question of harbour extension
at Fremantle to-dav—
The vexed question of the method to
e pursuned fo increase fthe existing
accommodation of Fremantle Harlour
is still unhappily unseltled, though the
Commissioners have nol allowed the
matter to hecome forgotten, bul have
kept steadily bhefore the Government
the necessity for a definite line of
action to he deecided upon. The
opinions of the Cownnisrioners have
never altered from their original recom-
mendation that all inereases in inner
harbour accommodation shounld be in
an up-river direetion, and as is well
known, the Commissioners have urged
mosl strongly that the extension of the
harbour up to the present road bridge
should he put in hand and prosecuted
steadily till completed. Tt has been
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puinted vut that at the rate the irade of
the port is inereasing, und the manner
in wlich the ships are steadily growing
in size, il is almost curtain 1hat even if
the extenston named, which has been so
urgently asked for, were pushed on
with all speed, there would be hardly
sufficieni at ike date upon which it
conld Le completed, huat yet no action,
so far as the (‘ommissioners are aware,
has been taken in the watter. Since
the failure of the atlempt to establish
a graving dock at Rous Head, no action
has been taken in conneetion with the
subjeet of providing docking accom-
modation for the porl,
Here we liave the eoneluding sentences
of the Cowmissioners, praetically ren-
dered desperate—
That TFremantle should he provided
wilh adequate facilities of this nature
is imperative, but the Commissionrrs
feel that the subject is so bound up
with the seheme which must, despite the
apparent procrastination of Govern-
ments, soon be evolved for exlensions
in harbour aeccommodation gencerally
that it is prohably little use to do wore
at this junelure than to draw attention
to the necessity for keeping this im-
poriant matter in view.
Here we have the question of this harbonr
extension which, for the past two ur
three vears, has heen excreising the minds
of {he Commissioners (o such an extent
that they are not in a position ie reply
te enrrespondenee relaling to the draught
at which steamers can enter ihe T're-
mantle harbour. To take away the rail-
way bridge, and deviate the railway
along ihe soutliern shore will, it must be
realised, even if the work were put in
hand fo-morrow, 1ake some years to com-
plefe. 1t wonld lake two or three years
even Lo ereel a new bridge and to deviate
the vailway line. Yet we find that no
definite poliey has been declared, and to-
day vessels are unahle fo bhe accommo-
dated at the port of Fremantle, I hope
the Government will not shelve this mat-
ter anv further, bnt will immediately
decide in the direction indicated. If they
are not sufficiently salisfied with (their
enginecers to acespt the experts’ recom-

o
=

[COUNCIL.]

mendations, then let us huve someone else
to deeide it, and let the world know it,
hecanse it affects oversen trade to a very
considerable extent. In asking for some-
thing lo lie done in this direetion I would
like to remind hon, members that the
Fremontle ITarbowr Trust is a very pro-
fitable business eoucern; it iz one of the
rays of sunshine in connection with the
revenue and expenditure of the Slate,
il is one of the depariments of State that
not only provide interest and sinking
fund, but pay Inrge sums pf money annu-
ally inle Consolidaled Revenne. On its
capital cost of £1,600,000 it pays interest
and sinking fund, sets aside a snm for
renewuls, and then pays a large minount
info Consolidated Revenne. The Colonial
Seeretary, in speaking towards the end
of 1912 un the Harbeur Trost Amend-
went Bill, referred to the fact that the
Trust was not a very payable proposition.
and that for the vear then just conecluded,
the sum of £26,548 in excess if its revenue
had to bhe found by the Government in
order lo pui the harbour into working
vrder. Hon. members weuld think from
ihat there nust he omething wrong with
ihe admini<iration of the harbonr. The
fizures [ quofed were alavming in point
of profit making. Naturally when the
Coloninl Serretary made this reference
to the defteil it innst have left o doubt as
e the veracily of my statewents. The
Tremantle ITarbour Trust’s report was
not then published, hut the offigial Jocu-
ment is now hefove all members, and T
just wish fo say that on the total eapiial
invested in econnection with the harbour
of Tremantle {hey have puid nearly 8 pev
cent. on that ameunt. 1 will jusl read
this short exiraet in ovder not to weary
the House. T have culled out the finaneial
portion of it just to show to the ITouse
the chief position Ffrom the finaneinl
standpoint—

The revenue for the year bas been
very satisfaclory and eonstitutes n
record, the gross earnings reaching
£199,768 4s, 4d., the surplus over work-
ing expenses being equal to 7.9 per
cent. on the eapital cost of the harbour,
After providing for interest at 334 per
cent., sinking fund at 1 per ecent. on
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the ecapifal value of the harhour
(£1.566,087 Gs. 1d.) and ihe annnal
coniribulion to the renewals and re-
placemenis fund (£2.000) there ve-
mained a surplus over expenditnre of
£51.353. an inerease in comparison with
the previous year of £12176. Owing
to the abandonment of the dock, the
reserve, £30,84% 13s. 3d. ercaled from
harbonr improvement rate. 1o meet the
annnal charge on this expenditure, was
not any longer necessary,
Permit me fo say that il is not any longer
necessary—ihe FHarhour Tmprovement
rafe of Gd. per ton is still in existence-—
to keep this money set on one side.

This has been carried lo the revenue
accouttt and has enabled ihe whole of
the extraordinary expendiiure, neces-
saiy do strenpthen the wharves. owing
to the ravapes of ihe Tevedo navalis,
being paid off. Ineluding the expendi-
fure earried over from the previous
vear, (he amonnt advaneed by the
Treasury for this special work had
reached £47.973 8s. 9d. This advanee
was repaid and a  further sum of
£28.329 7s. 2d. forwarded to ihe Treas-
ury for Consolidated Revenue,

The point I desire to make is that the
¥remantle IDarbour Trusi after a ferm
of some years is enabled to sel aside a
sum of money to ereate a fund for main-
tenauce or provide for the wear and tear
of the wharf. Tn ome short year after
the Treasurer had advanced {hat amount
to the Fremantle Harhour Trust the Com-
missioners were  able to pay the full
amount back, namely, £47,000, and payv
interest and sinking fund, also a further
snm of £29,000 into the Consolidated Re-
venue of the State. Surely., when you
take into consideration a profit making

concern  or department like the Fre-
mautle Harbour Trust it must be
considered to be urgently necessary
that the additional works shonld be

proceeded with at once. The Harbour
Trust are to-day making sufficient to pay
the full amouni of interest and sinking
fund. If the harbour is extended and
more accommodalion is provided, if bet-
ter facilities are offered, and the port
made better for shipping. the revenue
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would stili @o up in leaps and bounds,
and the profit would inerease with the
exprenditure. 1 was rather sivuek with
the remarks of Mr. Kirwan when he re-
ferred to the finances of the State. He
made reference to the dividends. I have
no wish to attack the deficit to-day or Lo
refer to auy of the enterprises embarked
upon by the administration. IHe made
reference to the fact that ihe deficit of
£300.000 which was only one-tenth of the
revenue of the State was nothing, and that
no husiness  honse or commercial firm
would take into consideration an  over-
drafl of one-fenih of its vevenue. The
posilion 'is not that at all. To have an
overdrafl of a lenth of (he vevenue per
anuune is nol the way in which any com-
mercial house conduels its business. This
represents perhaps 5 or 7 per cent. of
i loss per month, | venture to express
the opiniont that if any limited sompany
with a heard of direclors presented ils
balance sheet every month with a loss of
5 to 7 per ceni, and then econtinued to
present Lhat halance sheef, they would
immediniely he requested by the share-
holders (o do one of fwo things—to mend
(heir ways or to vesign, The first ques-
tion thal would he put io them hy the
shareholders, T take it wonld be, where
are vour losres? Mow are vou suffering
ihem and in what depariments? 1F they
eonld pul their filngers, as they shonld be
able to do. on the depariments of trade
which are not profit-making, the share-
liolders would say. “You musi shal down
that department or braneh or we must
el anolher set of divectors.”

Hon. J. Cornell: The same argument
might he applied to agrieultural railways.

Hon, R. T. LYNN: Certainly not, it is
a different thing invesling money where
von ean see that in a few vears to come
there will be some prolit as a result of it.
Wlere von are embarking in trading con-
cerns, and where you have compelition,
if you are unahle o eompete suecesstully
now, how are you going to guarantee that
vou will he able o compete suceessfully
in a year or so? Take the State steam-
ship service. This service to-day is losing
money on account of the competition and
no benefits are derived from it by any see-
tion of the community. T have vet te
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learn ilat anyone has received any bene-
fits.

Hou. J. ¥. Cullen: Three of the cattle
kings are getting somelhing.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: IF the Stale steam-
ship serviee is in the position to-day of
Josing on aceount of the competition, how
is it going to pav ifs way during the next
menth or, say, during the next vear? [
Lknow that the Siate seam=hip serviee can-
not pay under existing conditions. T have
a0 wigh to sayv lo-day (he reasons why
1 think thae. Lo will e seen from vefer-
ence fu the pages of Hansard two years
aga that 1 staded that the “Wesrern Ans-
tralia” conld never pay. My adviee fo
the Government as rezards the “Weslern
Australia®’ if they ecannot sell or charter
her. or do something with her. is to lav
her up instead of eontinuing to lose bv
her—to o away with her altogeiher so
ag (o minimise or cut their loss. 1 ven-
tured to say when T was interrupted by
flie interjeetion that no firm or eompany,
immediafely they are in a position to place
their finger on the weak spot in connection

with their adminisivation or the profit-

making of the schemes upon whieh they
are embarked or the departments with
which they are conneefed, would fail at
onee to emt ont the weak spots. T do
not think it would be any discredit to
the present adwministration, as it is part
of their poliex to advocale the State
steamship serviee iff ihev went into it be-
lieving  they  conld  sueceed and eould
aecomplish something oreater than they
actually did-aceomplish, T say it would
he no diseredit npon them if, finding the
seheme was o failure. they shut it down
and did not continue with it any longer.
T have no wish to say anvthing furtber
other than to thank the Honse for the
eourtesy which it has extended fo me.

Hoen. J. P. CULLEN (South-East) :
Before discussing the Governmeni’s pro-
sramme. T would like just to make re-
ference to something wiieh fell from
the lips of Mr. Lynn. and a somewhat
huruorous remarks made by Mr. Cornell.
Rvidently My. Txnp is an outer harbour
supporter, He believes in plenty of elhow
room. Jn fact, he remarked that there
was a sreat deal of water ihere. T he-
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licve there is an ocean there if ouly the
waves had the good manners not to in-
ferfere with the ships’ enjoyment of the
freedom of such spacious waters! It
would be childish to refer a question like
ihe  Fremantle harbour to a board of
politicians,  Suel o guestion should o
io the wmost capable expert whose serviges
conld he secured, wherever that expert
way be, | may say that T have had
io do with this question for some 20
vears past, | made it my duty to get the
hest opinions | eould and those opinions
were all to this effect, The Fremantle
harbour must in the near future go
vight np to Perth, That is the seitle-
ment of the yuestion.  Fhere will he
uel development here that it will not
he a matfer of Fremantle or some whart-
age in Perth. hnt a very great. portion
of the river fronlage will he composed of
wharves, That 1= the estimate I have
ohtained from the best experts T counld
reaeh. T gay that no government would
he justitied in rushing a question like this
hecause of some remarks made by a har-
hour trust or a member of Parliament.
It ¥ an enuormons ynestion, involving
mnllions and millions of money. Tt is es-
=ential that no steps shonld he taken
fowards the almost incalenlable cost of
the onter harbour until the hest expert
has pranounced his opinion upon sueh
an underiaking,  Perth is poing to be
the second eify of Australia.  There is
na doubt abont it. That is the proper
Forecasi and il ix foolish fo lalk of little
notions and wasfe of money on inade-
guale works. which muney will have 10
be treated ax waste in the future, T hope
the Ciovernment will move slowly and
that they will fortily themselves with the
hest expert opinicn upon that point. Tan
this connection, there is no need to speak
of Bunbury. Bunbury always eomes out
right. Bunbury has plenty of champions.
There is no fear of Banbury being over-
lacked, hut there is fear of Albany being
overlaoked. T am glad to see reference
in the Speech to Albany and also the
reports of what is about to be done down
there, 1 want to impress upon the re-
presentaiive of the Government in this
Honse that there i= need for preecaution
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against inadequate steps that wonld have
to be partially undone afterwards. I may
remind Ministers of a very strong depu-
tation representing not Albany only, but
the whole of the hinterland of Albany,

which  waited upon the AMinister for
Works.  Albany is net for Albany
i s for the hack country mainly,

Alhany is the port, but it is the back
country praducer that will pay for the
harbour.  'The  present proposal s
woefully inadequate.  This Government
and succeeding Governments will say “Oh
we spent £65,000 for you and you are not
making ay great vse of the wharfage
we gave you”! Why? The plan is to
huild a narrow wharf absolutely too nar-
row to carry stores and the present
trouble would not be ameliorated at all.
The present trouble is the double hand-
ling of produce, and will there not be
double handling still if this jetiy is con-
structed as is proposed? The depatation
gaid to the Minister for Works, “We
thank you for your interest in the matter,
and we beg of you to make that jetty
fit for use, because afterwards you will
say, “Why did you not use il?" “But,”
said Mr, Johnson, in his cocksure style.
“Tt 15 all right, and if yon cannol use that,
by and by we will build another alongside
of it. We will double the width of it.”
Yeanwhile, £65,000 will he lying practie-
ally idle, earning practically nothing.
We thank the Governmenl for going so
far towards the legitimate demands of

our hathour, bui if they erannot go
the whele length with the neces-

sary width of wharfage, give us a shorter
one. T was tiekled the other evening
by an unconseious joke from Mr. Cornell.
I love a joke even when made at my

expense, if it has bumour in it
Mr. Cornell said, with regard 1io the
carpenters’ strike that ¢this House
was  only to blame ; if this House

had onlv enacted preference fo union-
ists, ithere would never have been
that strike. To take Mr. Cornell’s joke
in itself, it reminds me of the kind-hearled
burglar who was blamed for butchering
a palatial front door. He asked
what need there was to smash it as he did.
and he said lhat the hloke who owned

was
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the house had only himself to blame, for
it he had left the door open there would
have been no need to batter it. U is
hewging the question to say that if this

House had given preference to union-
ixts  the eavpenters wounld noi  have
sfruek  to  wet if. 1t iz  something
to  laugh at. anvhow. but generally
the hon, member is foo serious and
gedate to perpetrate a joke.  Coming

ta the Speech iteelf, I think the hest item
in it is that sugwestine an early end of
the  present regime. The  eoun-
iry  las  suffered  nearly three vears’
blight under the present Administration,
amd the approaching eleelions will, at all
events, afford an opportunity for dismiss-
ing the prezent Administration.  This
House i< not at all concerned about the
name or the party eolour of the Adminis-
tration. That is the stand T lave always
taken. This FHlonse ix wvnly concerned
about its quality and itz aims. T koow
there are lalf o dozen uembers in this
House who ¢lory in saving thal ihey be-
long to the Lahour Governmeni, and they

profess  to believe ihal  the other
24 are parly men. | woeunld ask
the Ialf dozen members what wounld
happen if the other 24 were equally
narrow. What eould they do? TEven
those who have failed tfo rvealise
the non-party  ideals. 1 hold if they

are wise men lhey will try o helieve

it and work towards il. It 15 the only
right ideal fir a revisory Chamber. The
Legislative Assemldy wst he o party

ITouse. Tt eould nof last & week on non-
party lnes. It # were united to-day, 1t
wonld be divided up inlo parlies to-
nmorrow.  This Ilouse can realise a non-
party ideal. T hold that this House is oniy
congerned with the guality and the sims
of the Administvation. Whal is ihe
qualily : what are ihe aims of the Ad-
ministration? With the exeeption of one
of its memhers. the responsible Ministers
are altogelher vwnequipped for their high
positions, Previonsly they had only to
do wilh narrow atfairs. They have not
been in (he position io qualify, but that
is nol xo much their fault as their mis-

fortune.  As fo their aims, they are only
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too manifest. The Government have
publicly  declaved  throngh  their most
eloqpient moutiipiece that they are oul to
hleed the man who by ilwvift and indus-
try has achieved a position in which he
can help io develop the resources of the
ecoupiry, and they are out fo give their
own supporters the iime ol iheir lives
and 1o osiracise all oibers. T am not
speaking in imaginations: these are ile
declaraiions  of  Ministers  {hemselves,
Now. about the quality of Ministers.
They came o wo remarkahle eonclusions
at aun early period of their term of oflice,
eontradictory courlusions. The first was
this: **We are not erqual to the adminis-

tration of this State: we must have,
at  whatever cost, provincial councils
to share the hurden with us.’? And

the funny part of it is that these

are the very men who, twelve months
ago  on  the referenda. voted to
bring  about unification.  They want

one Government at Vass-Canberra for
the whole of Australia. What a favee!
The other conclusion {hey came fo was
this: “Tn addition (o ihe legitimale in-
teresfs, fhat we have admiited we are nol
eqnal {0, we must {ake on a lot of little
tinpof eoncrefe {rading concerns. We
are not equal fo the admonistrafion of
the whole State, but we will go beyond
it and potter with little twopenny {hings
in competition with (he taxpayers, whose
money we will use” Coniradielory as
these two econclusions were. they ean be
explained. it was a more complete eon-
fession of inadequacy Ffor siatesmanlike
administration and a falling back upon
smaller things which thev thought they
could do. But unfortunately even in these
smaller thines, run on the Government
stroke, there are enormons openings for
waste of money. T have said i(hat the
aims, which T iave eharacterised in a few
words, are amply borne out. As to fav-
ouring their own supporters, every indus-
trial measure brought into Parliameni by
ithis Government has heen vitiated by ai-
tempis fo give privileges (o their own
Then in mallers of taxation,
and i malters of public service, the same
Look at the {axation mea-
snres which were hrought in last session,

suporiers,

thing oecurs,
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The Governmenl said, “We wili rai~¢ the
income lax exempiion from £200 10 £250
a year, and (hat will exempt aboam 9§
per cent. of our supporters, On the oiher
haud, land owners—the favmor fellows—
are our chnemies, what shall we do ftor
them? We will increase ihe tax on land
and we will wipe vat all the exemptions
whieh are in exislenee” The five vears'
exemption, wltieh was almost a necessity
and which was given (o allow the selector
to get on his feet, they proposed fo
wipe out ia their precious Bill. Of ronrse
Ihis House kicked that Bill out ignomin-

iously.  What did the Government do
then? Theyx =aid, “We will get a1 you
just the =ame; we will multiply 1the

freights on manures three or fonrfolid”
And (hey did, “We will re-impose (he
terminal  charges on  the agrieuliural
lings.”  And they did, exempting, I be-
lieve anly one, wihieh mainly served (heir
own sappuorters. thai is the Collie-Narro-
zin ltne. This was a barefaced and shame-
less exereise of parlisanship: in favour
of their own supporiers and againsl the
other fellow. Spoils (o the viclors. But
their vendetia has assumed a more acute
form in other directions. Whal is ihe ex-
planation of (he dismizsal of Capiain
Hare, of My, Roe, and My, Cowan? There
15 only one explanaiion. It is uiterly
vain for Ministers o say that the G0 vear
term is ithe explanation, beeause others
are relained. Why are these men vie-
timised?  Bevause they had tlhe conrage
10 freat unionist lenders and politicinns
exaclly as they would treal anybedy else.
They refused. in the administration of

. Their oflices, 1o wive privilege to unionist

leaders and members of Parliament, and
oui they must o, 1 say the adminiztration
hias Dbeen adragwed in the mire. and has
been made an inusirument of petiy spite
and malice. 1 think there will be general
agraement (hat the Government did wisely
in limiting their programme for this ses-
sion to a few queslions, but have ihey
put the most important and mos<t urgent
in the forefront? I fully expecied to ses
large measnres proposed for immigration.
I fully expeecled to see that erving want
of this country, which Ministers professed
to recognise in heir early speeches. How
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is 1hi« maiter ireated in the Speech? Not
the slichiest reference, and what is {he ex-
planation? There is only one. The mas-
ters of the party. the conference which
sat at Fremantle forbade it and Minis-
ters ohediently and subserviently dropped
it. Thev are absolutely afraid to allude
to it. 1t may he said they can enconrage
immigration just the same. Look at the
numbers that ¢ame v during the fivst and
gecond yeur of their administration, I
make bald o sax that in hoth those years
I was a barvest of the work done by the
previons Glovernment. Take the figures
supplied by Mr, Colebateh.  They arve
simply manswerable,  The whole tend-
encey ol thix Mdminisivaiion on this ques-
iien las heen in harmony with the doc-
frine of certain labowr leaders.  These
labour leaders say, *“We have quile
enough labourers, the fewer we have the
more money {here will he for (hose hern.”
Iz it possible o imagine a Government
professing lo administer the affairs of a
greaf Sfale laking up sueh a view of
political ceonomy, that Ihe fewer workers
the morve there will be for them? Sarely
there could be no more blind policy in
the world than that. By the way, thers
is an amnsing feature of this quesfion,
Ordinarily, the leaders of the party falke
this gronnd, enpilalisls are altogether an
evil, if thex can only be sent away the
cotmiry would he very much lhe helter.
But on the immigration cuestion they
lave again and apain found themseives
uitering this view, “Do not hring work-
erg ltere 1o compete with us. IF vou
must encaurage people to come, encour-
age people to come wilh money to add to
those who employ us.” There is another
measure about which the Government was
very keen some lime ngo, and now not a
wort! abont it. The Plant Diseases Bill
was prontised for (he first day of the ses-
sion of 1012, and 'the fruit growers were
80 anxions about it that they went round
talking (o members of Parliament and
beggiug them to get it passed within the
first weok, but when did that Bill come
to this TIouse? It came here, not in
the session of 1912, but on the last day
of the =ession of 1913, and when it came
it was so murdered that practically every
power in 3t was left to the department,
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The department was even to fix all fees,
registration fees fur orchards, and so on.
Tovervthing was left to the department.
Thix Touse said {o 1he Minisler, “You
eannot experi such a Bill to be handled
on the Inst day of Lhe session, and the
Minister in charpe of this House very
properly said fhat it was impossible to
da it juslice on 1he last day, and the Bill
was read pro forme n second time and
then went over, and we expected it tfo
eame up again this session.

The Colonial Secretary: [t
jevted,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Cevtainly nol.
"hal  i= anciher of the insinuations
huried al {his House, and T am sorry the
Colonial Seerelary has fallen into that
error.

The (‘olonial Secrelary:
speaking from memory.

Hon., W, Kingsmill: Tt 13 a halit.

Hon, J. F. CULLEYN: Yes, it is a habit
{o blame this House. I myself wenl to
the Colonial Secretary and said it was
impossible for us to do juslice 1o the
Bill.

Ion. J. Cornell: The hon. member
moved that the Bill he read this day six
months.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Certainty nol.
1 supporied the seeond  reading. hut
ureed that at that lale lhour it shonld go
for further consideration o the next
session. Whal Dhave DMivisters done?
They have dropped the Bill. Their ex-
cuse to the pullic is this, that the Tegis-
lative Counril would nol pass it. It is
mousirous that the Government shonld so
traduce the Council. By the wav, in this
eonneciion, if (he Colonial Seeretary
will nllow me. | may say that he is not
the worst sinner in i{his respeci in the
Cabinel, T want to point oul a matter of
fair play and fair dealing. During ilie
recess the Ministers have the ear of the
econntry, and quife rvight, teo, bul other
members of Parliament have not, Would
it not be a fair thing for Ministers to
say that because we have the ear of {he
couniry and other members have uol, we
ought to be doubly careful to be just?
Tnstead of that Ministers have never
missed an opportunity, good, bad, or in-
djfferent, of atlacking the Tegislative

wags re-

I am oniy



136G

Couneil and charging upon them almost

all the sins in the decalogne. We have
done everylhing wrong, and nothing

right. T think it is unworthy of Ministers
in do thai. Regarding the railway Bills.
there are siv of them. T do not helieve
there will be serious diseussion on any
but one.  Iive will no doubt be passed
on the informalion that will be supplied,
and the knowledge of members, with no
diificntty.  The other. the Ksperance
Northwards. I am not going to debate at
length. Tt will be time enough when
the Bill comes bhefore uws, but so much
having been saiil ahont it, T eapnot pass
# hy in silence, T ihink the attitude of
the majority in this Chamber is this,
ilhere iz a great deal to he said for con-
neeting the railway system at Norseman
with  Esperance when seltlement has
proved fhal it can be made a paying
line in a reasonable time. There is a
great deal to be said for that line. But
there is nothing that can be said for the
building of a railway from Esperance to
nowhere, Tt can never pay, or be of
muich  service to  setilemeni. T am
shocked by the figures supplied by Mr.
Colebatech—1 know something of the
country—and if those figures had left out
two old farming properties that existed
twenly vears ago, and they really eannot
be counted in the present argument of the
Government, il they had bheen left out,
what sort of a report wonld there have
been? Tt would have been snch a dis-
play of absolule failure that T do not
think even the Colonial Secretary could
have said a word for the line.

The Colonial Secreiary: You know the
honndaries of the district?

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN: In a general
way T have a fair knowledge. T am
satizfied that whalever may be done in
the fulure towards connecting Esperance
with Norseman, the proper course for
Ministers to take would be to examine the
propasal for a line from the extreme east
enl of the Bsneraner belt throngh the
lengih of that bell to Ravensthorpe, and
on to the (ireat Sontherr line. T am
satisfled that will he a rational setllement
of the quesiion. Later on, if the phe-
rominal settlement ensues that the Min-
t=trv hope for, il may be necessary to
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ran a line from Esperance to Norseman,
but certainly the line of immediate in-
portance is that which will open up the
greatest part of the conniry.  Some men-
bers may nef know that the strelclh of
econnlry 1o he served does nol run from
ligperance to Norseman, bul is a narrow
Arip ramminge across that line.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: 1t does unot run
fromr Esperance to Broowmehill by any
means,

Ton, J. F. CULLEN: The line from
Ssperance 1o Nurseman is roughly norih
amd south, but lhe country to he served
lies east and wesl and about the middle
of the north and sonth line. The line
from Norseman io Esperance would ouly
be for 30 miles of its length in country
that is worth opening. An east and west
line would serve the country round
Ravensthorpe as well as the HEsperance
lands.  That line will undoubtedly be
built whether Lhe present Government do
it or not. However, I shall discuss the
Esperance proposal when the Bill comes
forward. What have the Government
put in the forefront of their programme?
They have put forward certain eonstitn-
vional problems and the re-infroduction
of the Trrigation and Traffic Bills. With
regard to the Trrigation and Traffic Bills
T would say that if Ministers are puided
by the lessons of the diseussions of last
sessioh and have improved the Bills in the
light of those lessons, this House will un-
doubtedly do its utmost fo perfect these
Bills, Bnt on the other hand if Ministers
ave relying only on perlinacity, T would
not lold out mueh hope for the measures,
If it is a matter of pure pertinacity and
the blndgeoning through of Lhese Bills by
foree instend of intellect T have not very
much hope far the measnres. With re-
ference to the amending of the Constitu-
tion are the present Alinisiers the men
to bhe accepted as Constitution builders,
with their doectrines of spoils to the vie-
tors and vendefta against everyone else?
Are these the men to turn Constilution
builders. When the Constitulion was
framed, wise men who had the work in
haud bore in mind thai a counfry like
Western Aunstralin would bhe in  preat
danger from what is known as the float-
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ing vote—birds of passage, people who
remained in the country for a while and
then pait on tleir hats and clearad away.
The framers of the Congtitution said—
“We will altew every adult to have a vote
for one House, the Legislative Assembly”
—-nothing c¢ould be more liberal—*but,”
they added, “for the revising House we
shall Limit the vote to the seltled people
of the eountry”—not the rieh people, for
there are rovers who are richer than
settled people.  The line of division had
nothing whatever to do with wealth; it
had to do with the attitude of the people
to the eountrv. The people who have
made lhix ilweir home and who there-
fore will take care not to injure ifs in-
tevests by hasty legislation, these are the
penvle whn should have the power in the
revising ehamber. 1 think this is a happy
halaneing power.

Hon. J. Cornell: Did not the same
power give New Sounili Wales its Con-
stibution ?

Hon, W. Patrick: In New South Wales
they are learning wisdom,

Hen. 7. F. CULLEN: Not necessarily
1he same framers; New South Wales has
an assemnhly elected on adult franchise,
but hag a nominee Connel, a weaker
House than thiz. T think the Western
Anstralian Constitution is a happy eom-
bination of privileges and powers. Every
adult has a vote for one House and the
people who make this their home and
identify themselves with it, not by wealth,
but by their atlitude to the country, have
a revising voice. Snrely this is a liberal
franchise—£50 a vear freehold; £10 a
yvear as a selector’s rent to the Crown;
£17 a year rent of house—there are
few houses let for less rent than this and
it amounts practically to honsehold
suffrage, The Constitution builders made
a fair balancing of power, hut what do
Ministers propose?

Hon. J. Cornell interjected.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The whole of

Aunstraba earried the Congtitution of the
Commamwealth.

Hon. J. Corneli: The Home Govern-
ment ha:l to agree fo it.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: 1t was framed
by the picked men of Australia.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Home Gov-
ernment conld not initiate,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I am jprepared
to itseuss that «uestion when the timo
arrvives. What do Ministers now pro-
pose? 1f this proposal had not been put
forward on their behalf by reliable men
one cotld hardly refrain from laughing
anid one ecould hardly believe that it
emanated from grown-np men. The pro-
posal is ihat this House shall submit its
tate to this roving vote. These comers
and goers could bhe excited to the
same hatred of the Conncil as Min-
isters seem to bear; the same desite
to slander and abuse as Ministers
seem to indnlge in, Tt would he
easy to do this; but what a childish
proposal ! The framers of the Constitn-
tion have deliberately saved the country
from the risk of this mere nomadic float-
ing vote—people who are here to-day and
starting for the other side of the world
to-marrow. Do JMinisters seriously be-
lieve. or are they themselves langh-
inr at the suggestion that this Touse
shall consent to =uch a =illy pro-
posal 7 Of course it will be dis-
ntissed in  this Hounse with very little
ceremony. T would like, in a few words,
o sungeest some things which the Govern-
ment could well substitute for these
academic dehates which might oceupy a
great part of the session and come to
nothing. They might wisely add to their
railway list, not lines like the Esperance
railway which have vet {o be proved and
which T will gladly entertain when
proved, but Jines to centres where settlers
have sone out and arve actually producing
very nearly enough to make a railway
pay. and where they have given evidence
that ihe production could be so multiplied
that the railwav would pay in a very
short time. These seleciors have not said
-—Bnilt ns a railway and we will go
ont.” hnt have gone out 20, 30, 40, and 30
miles and have heen prepared to wait.
T =sngmest such lines as one from
Ongerup to Needliup, an extension of
the Tambellup-Ongerup line which would
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pay straight away. The settlers are out
there on a bell of some 300,000 acres of
splendid land in one piece and have heen
there for {hree ar fonr wears. Lei the
Government add this line to their list,
Then there is the Tambellup westward
line through eountry where the land has
"~ heen proved and wlhere the seltlers have
shownr their ahility to produce freights
for a railway to carry. The third pro-
1rosal i the Mount Barker westward line,
This has heen entertained favonrably hy
twa {iovernmenls and yel nothing has
heen done. 1 helieve that the matter of
this line is to be hrought hefore Ministers
hy depuiation during this week and, in an
aside, T wonld ask the Colonial Seeretary
to save the time of wmembers of Parlia-
ment, even if it might cause a little
trouble to Ministers, by fixing deputa-
fions on  Parliamentary days when the

country memhers are in town, This
deputation iz fixed for Friday when
all of ns who are not professional

politiczans wmust he baek at lheir work.
It wonld be a great concession to coun-
fry wmembers if Minizters arranged to
rereive  depnfations on  Parliamentary
days, e fourth railway nnd the last
which T will mention is the completion
of e line from Albany to Bridgetown,
the hridging of the gap beiween Denmark
and Wilgarup. a splendid area of eonntry
which  would  pax  magnificently and
throngh  whieh a railway ought to he
built.  The other day T eame aeross a
mosl infervesting politienl parable which T
woulkl like the House to hdar, TE hon.
memhers enjoy it az mneh as 1 Aid, they
will thank e for laving given it. Tt
Ireats with the enierprise of certain
people and the somewhat mizdirected
enferprise of certain other people and
low (hat enterprisc was valned by the
proprietor most concerned. Before pro-
eeeding to quote it T wounld like to say
apropos of the earpenters’ strike, Lhat I
am not afraid of strikes. I am willing to
give men freedom io sirike if we ean
anly have freedom to wark.

Hon. R. G, Ardagh: The right to work,

Hon. J. F, CULLEX: I believe that is
a plank of the Tabour platform—the

r|1
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righl. for some peopie to work and te
prevent other peaple from geiting any.
That i= the interpretation of it. T am
nof afraid of a strike provided that the
couniry whieh grants it insists on free-
dom to work., That is to say any man
or set of men can lay down their tools
with perfeet freedom so long as they do
uot lake upon themselves o prevent other
people from working.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Han, 1, F. CULLEX : My little
parable includes some dialogne, and it
would have been much hetter if T had
the help of the Colonial Secrefary or
Mr. Cornell, though perhaps they might
stick al some of the things they would
have to say, thevefore [ shall do my best
hy myself. Lhe central figure in the
parable is a Miss West.

Miss West found herself an heiress
of spacieus lands and numerous zoing
concerns In various departments of
trade and commmerce, and, under 2 wave
of feeling, entrusted the management
of her affaivs to six uneles. Those
nneles fervently assured her that the
speiding of lher money would he the
worst that eould befall, sinee they
hated horrowing, and would go down
rather (han hypotheeate a thing, They
were not loug in command, however,
when Miss West began to get short of
money, and to hear bitler complaints
from her people that her Unecles were
taxing them for fads of their own in
compelition with the very industries
they were taxing, ‘So Miss West
called o eonference of the nneles and
demanded an account of their steward-
ship, beginning with Unele Jacl.

Miss West: Unele Jack, my affairs
seein to be getting into a bad way. An
heiress ought not to have empty poc-
kets, and bills pouring in for accounts
she eannot pay. Some cheques in my
name have already been marked ‘‘pay-
aMe when funds admit.”” What on
earth has come over my uncles?

Uncle Jack : Oh! they’re all right,
Miss. Never was a ’appier family.
An’ you're all right too, Miss, if you'll
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only give your uncles time to make
good, We've a lot of new concerns
in hand that'll make yon rich and pros-
perous.

Miss West : But I appeinted my
uncles 1o manage, Tnstead of that |
hear that they have started o lot of
tin-pot trading sffairs which are eom-
peting with myv people and losing my
money. .

Unele Jack:  Yarns, Miss ! Old
wives’ ¥ams-—that is. about the losses.
Wo're making money. we are: or, at
leasl. we are on the sure way to make
1.

Miss West: Theyv say., Tnele Jack.
that you've starfed o meat shop, and
hat vou are actually buving af 8d.
and selling at 5d. and 7d.

Unele Jack: Ha! Ha! Miss, that’s
zood. Of course, we’ve bought some
meat at 8d., and we're selling that
meat at 5d., 6d.. and 7d. That’s just
a joke on the butcher johnnies, But,
take it from me, we're not losing
money. You see, wao have stock on the
hig run we bought for yon, and that
stoek we arve putting in at 3d. So you
see how we ean sell at 5d. to 7d.

Miss West: But, Unele Jack. 1
knew that befure. Yon spent £140,000
of my money on that run, saying you

were going to settle a lot of people .

on it. You have broken the law by
holding ii back. The intevest on thal
money 1s £6,000, and the meat vou are
selling off that land is worth, not 3d..
but 8d., on the market. and has cost
me, not pence, but shillings per pound.
This may be a joke on the butchers, but
" it is a costly one, T think, Unele Jack,
vou’ll have to get a shop of vour own.

Uncle Jack: Not for mine. I’'m
woing squaiting wien my present billet
fails,

Miss West: That reminds me,
Unele Jack. T’ve heard, but put it
down to enemies’ slander, ihat my
Unecles, using their inner knowledge,
had grabbed an immense area of pas-
toral lands made valuable by publie
expenditure, and, after forfeiting all
right to it by failure to fulfil condi-
tions, were now about to form a squat-

ters syndicate for its exploitation.
When this land had been made valu-
able by publie expenditure in its neigh-
borhood. don’t you lhink my uneles
should have reserved it for higher
terms in my interest?

Unele Jack: See here, Miss, Your
wneles may look a soft lot, hul number
one must come in somewhere. Sooner
or later our friends of to-day will turn
on us, and we've just looked ahead
and seenred a snug place of relreat.

Tncle Bill came next, and so jauntily
and eock-surely, that lie opened the
ball Limself patronisingly suggesting
that Miss West shonld give her Tneles
time to produce results before bother-
ing to look into suech things.

Miss West: But,.Uncle BEill, since
vou are working for me, 1 like to know
how things are going. 1 understand
vou have started Lrick vards, timber
niills, nnd other concerns, How much
money will have to Le found for all
these things ?

Tnele Bill: Impossible to say, Miss,
hut they'll be worth it, if only to show
people how those things should he
done.

Miss West: But do vou know, Uncle
Rill. how (hev should be done? What
was vour bicoest nndertaking before
vou offered to help me? 1’m told it
was the patehing of an old weather-
board house %

Tincle Bill: Well, it was a good
sized howse, anyway. DBesides, that has
nothing te do with fitness for bigger
things. You see, Miss, it’s the oppor-
tunity that mokes tlie man.

hliss Wesl: TIs it ftrue, Uncle Bill,
that after giving the men you employ
four smoke-olis a day on full pay, you
allow them lo smoke all the time?

Unele Bill: Why not?

Miss West: For one thing, it is'nt
your owht money you're wasting. For
another thing, with your “sit-down”
smoke-olis and all-day smoke-oh added,
they won't be men when you are
through with them.

Unele Mick was uot long on the
earpet, for he was the one man who
knrew how hollow was the farce he had
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to assist in, and he was too straigzht
to attempt any dust throwing.

wiss West: Unele Mick, about those
steamers yvou starfed without as mueh
as “with vour leave,” and at so great
a cost lo my purse, who would have
thought of you ns a skipper? Tell
ue straight, how far are the rocks
ahead?

Unele Mick: Im playing the game.
1f it were not for that I’'d he glad
to see the old hulks scuttled. The cost
is about £100,000, and the losses won’t
exceed £30,000 a year!

Miss West: Unele Miek, have you
no sense of humour? My Uncles told
me—afiter they had spent the £100,000,
mind you—that they so keenly pitied
the small producers in their unedqual
competiiion with the cattle kings, they
felt justified in risking my mouey oun
those wrelched steamers. Up till now
ohe of the boats has been monopolised
by one big eattle king, whilst two
other big men have had nearly all the
service of the other boat! For this
fiaseo T am losing £30.000 a vear!

Unecle Phil eame next, and looked
so simple and harmless that Miss West
ler him also down lightly.

Miss West: How are my mines 1o-
ing Unecle Phil?

Unele Phil; Not so well as [ could
run them through the unions if I only
could cel my way. Yon see, miss, the
direetors and managers are so con-
ceited that they hardly listen to me,
thongbh T’ve been a practical digeer
myself.

Miss West: But do you really knaw
anything of mine management? T
10ld that your digging was not helow—
in fael that you only dug post-holes for
a fence on a miner’s homestead! Tt’s
a good thing your face gives von away
Unele Phil, or you might have eclosed
many of my mines, never to be re-
opened !

Uncle Henry locked still more harm-
less than Unele Phil, and it was more
in sorrow than in anger that Miss West
tirrmed upon him,

Miss Wesi: OF all my Uneles xvoa
Fave the hesl ivlentions 'nele Henry,

and yel vou have wrought mosi rwis-
vhief, My lands are the foundation
ol everything, and vou have, with the
hest intentions, made o mess of themn.
Your first blunder was io east doubts
on titles, hringing down all creditors
an my anfortunate settlers. Then von
warned off all tdeudiny new settlers
by threafening that 1 wounld zram ne
Frocholds in future,  Yon have starved
my s=eveyor<. whom 1 assembled at
ereat ¢ost, and you have turned my
lands office into a wilderness!

Unele Henvy: Tt takes time to reveal
ihe benefit of great idenls. Perhaps
if vou wailed——

Miss Wesl: Are yvou blind or only
crazed, Unele Henry?  Can’t you see
that wmy pecple won'l have yvour notions
at any priee. Why. look at vour ex-
periment at forcing youyr notions under
the Worker’s Fomes, You actualiv
offered an inducemenl of one-sixth off
the interest., whieh really means a 16
per vent, hribe, and vet vour own im-
medinte friends refuse it. Only one
in six af vour applicants have taken
that hribe. Al the rest insist on free-
holds, | nofice. Unele Henry, that vou
seenved a good block of land nniler
frechold ronditions For yourself hefore
tryving to shut the daor in the face of
Iater eomers. Well, Unele Henry, this
muddling must end. and vou weve pra-
dent encngh fo geb Lhat soft commis-
sionership  for TPanama [Exhibition.,
You ean’t do mueh mischief there. Your
administration here will be remem-
hered as the “blight of blights.”

Last of all eame Uncle Tom with his
unever-to-he-forgotten smile  on  his
new-ghaven face.

Miss West: T hardly know what te
say lo yvou, Unele Tom.

Unele Tom: Well, Miss West, let
me de the falking. That's my strong
peint,  Of eourse von and T know
wlat a lot of imake-believe is neces=ary
in slealing with fhe erowd.  Bui be-
tween onrselves we can drop all (hat,
You probably think my speeciilyving
to fhe crowd so mueh rot—well, it is
and it #n’t. Tf vou ean’t eure the
tronbles of the world, the next hest
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thing is to divert the mind from those
iroubles, That’s why I rant so much.

Miss West: We'll leave it at that,
Uncle Tom, only you must find new
fields for your talent. I’m going for
a new set of Unecles!

Hon. 8ir E. H WITTENOOM
(North}: It is a little hard on me to
have to address the members of this

House after the speech that has just been
concluded by our hon, friend. One might
almost call that speech an aneedote, but
1 wounld prefer to say it was a parable,
because a parable is usually defined as
an earfhly story with a leavenly mean-
ing. However, to let the last speech alone
for a shorl time, I wish to say that since
hearing the Speech of His Excellency read
the other day, I have given a little time
and consideration to its cootents. And
it has been so thoroughly complete and
ineludes almoest everything, that 1 find,
as far as 1 may judge, there have only
heen two real omissions. The first is that
the Government have taken no eredit to
themselves for the rain which has recently
fallen. It was not mentioned in the
Speeeh, and I ean only put it down to the
theory that as the (tovernment never do
things by halves they owitted it on pur-
pose because lhe rain was not generai
and only extended to certain portions of
the State,

Hon, W. Kingsmill: It may have been
* modesty.

Hon. Sir BE. H. WITTENOOM: The
other umission is that little suhjeet known
as the deficit. Thal seems to have been
overlooked. It is of but slight importance
and evidently it would have been super-
fluous to have mentioned it in the eolumns
of that wise paper. It has been the
enstom during the debate to preface
speeches with some regret for those who
are absent, and T should like to say we
shall miss the abilities, efforts, and ser-
vices of both Mr. Mess and Mr. Connolly.
They were men who applied themselves to
their work ungrudgingly; they did it
very thoroughly, and the many years of
experience which each had in the House
was of great service not enly to himself
and other members but to the State. Tn
reganl to Mr, Pennefather I have already
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made a few remarks, and therefore I
come down to our friend Mr. Davis. I
ean say with genuine regret that T am
sorry he iz ont of the House, He was
one of the most fair-minded, unprejud-
iced men I have ever met, and the only
fault about him was that he was to some
extent permeated with that awful failing
known as unmionism. He had not the
disease quite as badly as some other
members of the House, but there was a
certain amount of it grafted on to him.
At the same time, he was exceedingly
fair-minded and open-minded and he
was a good reasoner. I have always
looked upon Mr. Kirwan, whose genmial ~
smile and pleasing appearance I am glad
to see have not been lost to us, as one of

“our best debaters, and. he certainly is an

admirable debater; but T looked upon Mr,
Davis as almost our best reasoner, be-
cause he gave good reasons for whatever
he did, and was in all respects o most
satisfactory member, his only fault being
that his leanings were on the wrong side.
T wish him well wherever he is, and with-
out using the words in a funereal sense,
I would say of him requiescat in pace.
Of course I am only echoing the feelings
of every member when I say that I deeply
regret the illness of BMr. Piesse. He is
missed quite as mueh as any member who
has ever heen amongst us, Now I come
down to the remarks that were made in
connection with the Governor's Speecl,
and time will ot permit me to eriticise
all that fell from the mover and the
seconder, interesling as it was. 1 may
state that in 33 years’ experience in the
ITouse T never was more surprised at the
speech of a new member than I was in
regard to that of Mr, Millington. For
sheer econfidence and sheer saying-what-
he - thought - without - knowing - alto-
gether-much-about-it, I do noet think I
ever heard his equnal. It is usually con-
sidered a little discourteous to criticise
speeches of new members, but when I find
one eome here with such barefaced econ-
fidence, and eriticising everything and
everybody in the terms which he used, T
cannot help referring to it with amuse-
ment, if not astonishment. I took the
trouble to carefully take down some of
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the little {hings he said. Instead of com-
ing into the House with a view of seeing
every Bill and judging of it on its merits,
his first remark was this—

In speaking to the subject matter
eontained in the Speech delivered by
His Excellency, it naturally affords me
mueh pleasure as a supporter of the
present Giovernment

That does not look as if he came here
with an open mind to judge of Bills and
other matters. He is an avowed supporfer
and partisan of the present Government.
After a declaration of that kind, he com-
mences to take the House to task. These
are the words he used. Mind you, this
is eoming from a young member who has
had no experience, and of whom it may
be said that whatever he knows is mere
hearsay.

Hon. J. E. Dodd {(Honorary Minister) :
He may have read Hanserd.

Hon. 8Sir E. H. WITTENQOM:
15 what the hon, member said—
The position so far as this Chamber
was coitcerned was becoming intoler-
able. As far as T am concerned, I am
safe in referring to this. At the same
time I can assure you, at the time, as
an outsider myself it appeared to me
to be very difficult for mere ontsiders
to understand how it was that a section
of the community, at lenst a Chamber
represenfing the community, considered
they were justified in ignoring what
was undoubtedly a mandate from the
whole of the electors, or a very large
majority of lhe electors of this Stale,
The time will come undonbtedly when
this will have to be decided, when we
will see whether the great majority of
the electors of this Siate are to have
their ideas put into effect in regard to
legislative enactments, or wheiher a
section of the community is to ignore
the wishes of those who should have
the conirol of the legislation of this
Siale,
Now, with all due deference, these are
very pronounced opinions to come from
a young and inexperienced member who
has not even yel had muech experience
of the House. If at his age I had had

This
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the confidence he has, I think I could
have beern anything. I wani to say
nothing more about his speech, but will
leave the rest of il to take care of itself,
and will just make a few remarks about
our dear friend and colleague, Mr, Cor-
nell.  Of course we know him and expect
something from bim, and we get it. To
take him in all serionsness it seems to
me he says o lot of things without con-
sideration, things which afterwards he
would prefer not to have said. Iere is a
little exiract from his speech—

When we take the figures of three
vears’ Liberal administration that pre-
ceded the present Government, and we
find that the Liberal Government intro-
duced 172 measures, of which 115 were
passed and two were tejecled hy this
Chamber, and then eompare that with
three years of the present Government
and find that out of 173 measures 122
were passed and 32 rejected by the
Comneil—
There he draws a comparison, What is
the ohvious answer? Why, that those 32
Bills were not fit to be brought down to
the House, that the 32 rejected were re-
Jected on their merits; and 1 have no
hesitation in saying, as he has made the
comparison, that if those 32 Bills had been
brought down by the Liberal Government
they would have had the same treatment
at the hands of this House.

Flon, W, Patrick: They were not re-

jected; for the most part they were
dropped by (he Government,
Hon. Sir E. I WITTENQOM: Most

probably, but 1 was taking his word for
it,

Hon, J. E. Dodd (Henorary Minister) :
Does it apply to the Redistribution of
Seals Bill?

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM:
Probably. 1 eannol remember now any

of the details of that measure. 1 am
only speaking to the remarks the hou.
member made. I those 32 Bills had
been sent down by the Liberal Govern-
ment they would probably have been
treated in exaecfly the same way; because
I echo the remarks of Mr., Cullen when
he says ihat the majority of members of
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this House take the Bills that come down
here on their merits, independent of what
Government may be in power. 1 cun
certainly say thal of myself. | am only
going to weary the House with one more
extract from Mr. Cornell’s speech.  The
hon. member went on to say—

Andl if this Chamber will not bow to
the will of the people as expressed
througl the voice of the people of this
Siate——

Of conrse the electors for this 1ouse

have nothing to say in it. The hon, mem-

ber continned—
then [ say the present Government
have every right on behalf of the people
of Western Australia to appeal fo the
authority which gave this country iis
Counstitution, equally as the Commons
of  Britain  appealed o fhe King
against the prerogatives of the Lords.
Probably that will he done, and Y as-
sure hon. members that we are out for
gore.

There 1s langhiage For an Upper House,

a HMHouse of revision! The hon. member

continned—

You have got either to mend or end
xour ways, or we will do all that is
absolutely possible to either mend or
end this Chamber and thereby give ex-
pression to the will of the people as
expressed in the will of another place.

There is a nice thing for an hon. mem-
ber to say to other members of the House!
Surely we have a perfect rieht lo he
here, despite Mr. Cornell. We were =ent
here under the Coostitution. in a fit and
proper manner, and I do not think we
should have langnage like this huled at
us. J know 1 nearly shrivelled up vnder
it. Who sent us here? There are 50,000
electors on the rolls for this House, and
they are 50,000 electors who have proved
that they lave some interest al stake in
the countrv. That does not seem a great
number, perhaps, but I am prepared to
guarantee that these 50,000 represent at
least three others. or perhaps four, whe
may not have votes; so I have not much
besitation in saying that the people who
vote for this House represent no fewer
than from 150.000 to 200,000 persons.
And it must he remembered that the
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voters are practically all breadwinners.
Therefore 1 say that to make this ab-
st =tatement and deelare that the House
dves not represent anvbody or anything,
or any considerable portion of the eom-
munity, or only a portion of the com-
munity which is not of very great
moment, is easting a refleciion on them,
and partieularly when we remember (hat
these 50,000 voters lave also a vole for
the other ITouse. TUnder the circum-
stances, [ consider that we have a very
great backing when we are sent here.
When I hear statemenis like these made
hy Mr. Cornell—I suppose the lion. mem-
ber has some purpose in making them,
but T do not know what it is—when I
hear statements like these it seems to
me they are made from one side of the
question only. It puts me in mind of a
statement made by Herbert Spencer, who
said that the pride of knowledge is humble
as compared with the pride of ignoi-
anee.

Hon. T, Cornell: Tt grieved me very
nwich {o have fo make these rewnks.

Non. Siv B H. WITTEXOOM: [ am
extremely sorry alse, and probably you
will withdraw 1hen in due time. Whilst
feeling with hon. mewbers in this House
who have made speeches, T must again
vefer {o the remarks that fell from the
hps of the hon. My, Corvnell, when he
said thai wembers of the Ministry had
hig and particalar opportunities for ad-
dressing the public during the recess,
wore o than any members of the Houze
had, and this iz exceedingly true. Wher-
ever a Mininter woes lhe is expecied {o
address (he people in the distriet in which
he happens to he. and unfortunately at
this fime [ have one faunlt to find with
the hon. leader of this House, Mr. Drew.
He is one that 1 have ravely had Lo eriti-
¢ise. T am, however, oblized on this
oecasion to do so. especially after the
remarks of the hon. Mr. Cullen. I was
present at a meeting when Mr. Drew
made a speech, I may say it was the
only speech T have heard the Minister
make during recess, Tt was at Geraldton
and to a large house. T may say T rather
resenied the position which Mr. Drew
took up at that time. The hon. gentle-
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maii is not only the Colonial Secretary
in the Govermment, but holds a high and
digmitied pusition as leader of this House,
T am sorey to say that during ihat speech,
although lie statesl many [acts and a good
deal of truth, he did not speak the whole
trwh. He lett a great deal 10 inference
which was dammging {o this Chamber.
Not ouly that, hul in a very able speech
he twrned many members of this (ham-
ber into ridicule, and 1 was one of them.
1 was rather amused at it, 1F 1 had had
hatt an hour to spare tu answer it we
would have got nearly level 1 think. 1
do not think it is aaite the place of the
leauder of thiz Houze fo go about the coun-
fry prning members of 1hiz Clinber—
who have loxally abided hy his decisions,
and who have always attempled to give
the most eareful consideration (o the Aecls
whith he brings down—inlo ridieule he-
fore his constitvents.  In looking throngh
the speech | do unt propoze lo refer to
a greal many subjects.  There was oue
that interests my constituents  ehiefiy,
and it is deseribed in abont two lines.—
“The future of the meal lrade in Aus-
tralia, particularly in this Stale., is en-
garing fhe careful attention of my ad-
visers.,” Tf there is one serious quesiion
whiclh affects Western Ausiralia at the
present time, if there iz one ariion whieh
T think the Government have heen dila-
fory in vareving onl dnring their term of
adminisiralion, it 1= in vegard o the es-
tablishment of meai works al Wyidham.
Wendlawm i< the yoet For the centre of
the zreatest amonnt of produclion of
beet.  The great tronhle affer growiny
i oand wetting il into the porl ix the
shipping of it from Wyndham fo Fre-
mantle,  There ave affected soine 300 or
400 producers. [ am quite certain thal
haid the fiovermment had the enterprise
1o esiablish weai works of seme kind
up there the meal wounld nol have heen
the price it is ai the present time.

Hono J. FE. Dadd (Honorary Minis-

tery: The hon, memher does not helieve
in socialism.

Hon, Sir B. H. WITTENOOM: T
believe in thé Government undertaking
some works which they can carry out
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satistactorily. On this occasion I am only
speaking on the matter because had they
spenl the money that they have spenl on
steamers upon these meat works, they
would have done something more advan-
tageous o the community, and T have
no hesitation in saying it would have
had the effeci of keeping down the
price of meaf, What has happened in
consequence of their not having initiated
the works? The Commonwealth Govern-
ment bave come to some sort of agree-
ment with a private firm (o establish
them ai Port Darwin. 1 happen to be
interested it a large cattle property io
the Northern Territory, and 1 was ex-
iremely anxious tu see that (he products
of thal partieular distriet were brought
iv Wyndham and so used in the State.
As soon as the railway is finished to the
INatherine and these works are estab-
lished ai Port Parwin I am very much
afraid 1hat not only will the prodnce of
that siation be lost to Wyndham, but that
there will nol he zulficienl eattle left on
all these slations around Wyndhanm to
jusiify another set of works. 1 hope I
may he wrong to that extent. [ blame
the Govermment largely for having taken
no steps fo inlitate and erect these works,
and =0 be able lo wing down a regular
and cheap supply from Wyndham right
through to Fremanile, and reduce the ex-
treme cost of meat at the present time.
1 find that the constituency I represent,
whiel produces thousands of thouwsands
of caitle that cannot be made use of for
want of meat works, in the Speech is dis-
posell of in a e and o half. 1 ask the
leader of (he Tfouse. representing this
Goverunent—-does he think that the Gov-
ernment have done justice to thal large
and considerable number of producers?
I' do notv propose {n say anvthing more
ahout it. { hope the leader of the Honse
in hiz reply will be able to say that per-
haps the Government have some plan,
that they have some method of utilising
the meal up there. and so doing away
with the terrible waut of it down here.
1 next come to the question of industrial
enterprices, 1 see some meniion is made
of sawmills. of brick kilns, and State
steamers., and oiker ithings. I was and

am. and alwayvs have been. opposed to
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the Government poing into these indus-
trinl eoncerns. Tt is impossible for the
Government to earry out sneeessfully any
industrial conecerns wheve there is com-
petitton.  IT it was a Liberal Government
which had broughl these down without
any regard to the expendilure I would
have taken up exactly {he saune position.
The cireumstances are such that it is im-
possible for them lo be able to compete
with experienced people who make these
buginesses lheiv sole consideration. If T
were lo oppose it for a Liberal Adminis-
tration how much more would I do se with
a Labowr Administration, for the simpie
reason lhat all {hose who hLelp to earry
out these works and are employed upon
them are the masters of those who have
initiaded them. .\ Tabour Administration
is of conrse dependent entirely npon the
workers, Ther are placved in their posi-
tions by the workers, and if ihey do not
ety ont the wishes of the workers the
workers ean put them out again, Take
the position of the Minister for Railways
for evamnle, Supposing they wanted an
inerease of some sort and he refused to
give it. they wounld. at the next elecfion.
get somehody else in who would, Under
these cireumstances it is impossible that
any industry or business could be carvied
oul suecessfullv, where those who are
employed are the masters. "These are ithe
reasons why 1 oppose the Siate indus-
tries. | ihink, if private money were
allowed to he invested in these things,
they wonld he earried oul just as well,
My theory of Government is that it is
their duty to control and vegulate the
couniry so that evervone can carry on
his natural avoeation peacefully and
without inierruption. It is the duty of
the Ciovernment to administer the laws
macde in Parliament and not to undertake
a number of industrial enterprises, No
doubt when the Government undextook
these they did so with the best of inten-
tions. No doubl they were advised and
were convineed that they were going to
do all that they hoped to do. T am afraid,
however, by (his time they are sadder
and wiser men. The longer they go on
the more experience they will have that
this will he so. There ave one or two ex-
eeptions, but still they will not prove the
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rule.  Taking them all round, it would
he verv muech wiser if the Government
would give them up. 1 come now to the
question of harbony improvements, and
intprovements in varions  harbours. 1
can only hope amd frost—and I shall do
everylhing 1 can fo assist the Colonial
Secretary in frying to get good harbour
and shipping appointments at Geraldton
—~—that these improvements will be carried
vitt. Everyvone who has visifed fhe Ger-
aldton distriet knows what o splendid lot
of lund there is and what wheat-produe-
ing capabilities are behind it, and how
prolific it ean he made by its careful eul-
fure and farming. TUnder these ecireum-
stauees every encouragement should he
given to those who go on the land. so that
anee they have grown their produce and
shipped it fo Geraldton there will he no
trouble ahout <chipping fheir produce
from Ceraldton. A good port amd gond
shipping  aceommodation, and o fiest-
elaxs method of handling wheat are abso-
lulely necessary. | have no hesilation in
saying that Geraldton will prebably be-
came the seeand povi v Western Aus-
tralin. and the largest wheat-producing
porl i the Stale,  We next come o the
varmus Hille thai ave ro be introduced
acain.  Amongst them [ recognise some
old friends. T can hardly imagine that
thiey wtll be snhmitied again here in the
same form as thev were =ubmitted hefore,
hecanse it would he a needless waste of
fime,  What is the unse of submitting
Bills time after time in the same fonn
when they have alveady been refused? 1
ean ladly insult the intellizence of the
Governmmenl by supposing that they will
hring these Bills down exaclly in the
same way as they were hrought down be-

fore. T am lookineg forward fo some
changes.  Tf they are bronght down in

lhe same way as they were before, how
van the Government expeet anvthing else
than that they will be again refused?
Had there been an election, or had rhe
members of this Chamber heen returned
from the people. had theve been auy
change of aspeet af all in regard to these
Bills, and had thev then come back. even
w their original Form. [ should have
given them the most eaveful and respeci-
ful consideration under the eirenmstances,
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Tt when we find the same set of Minis-
ters. ihe same ITouses of Pavliament, and
{he same members confinnally sending
down the same Rills when they have
otiee hefore been returned. it is an abso-
lute waste of time, 1 cannol under-
stand why {his serl of thing is done.
unless it is the ery dne to the eom-
ing eleetion, which | know of course the
Government would not take advantage of.
Unles: it is for that renson | ecannoi un-
derstand  why  they have heen brought
down, With reference Lo railways. T sve
thai the Esperance pailway is again be-
fore nz, 1 ntend to oppose it, as | op-
posed i hefore, and npon exaclly fhe
same erounds. -5 almoest like reifera-
tion for me {o wive ihoze gromds. be-
eanse Mr, Holmes pmt them very clearly
the atler dav. 1 would not suppori a
ailway at  Fsperabee. which means a
new syslem, new workshops, new oflices,
a fresh saff o every  wav. especially
when we have lutz of Iand and many rail-
ways whigh are not fully nlilised al pre-
gent. ‘Then again, it the land were of the
very hest in the Stale—which it 15 not—
1T wonld noi have ir, hecause there is not
a =ufficient number ol people living in
the distriet. i iz impozaible ihat that
ratlway =honld ever pay. beeause in ad-

ditton tu the eosls 1 have menfioned,
i would be necessary to earry out
a whole lot of barbour works ns well.

8o that. under these circumstances, it is
an impossible proposition, and, as T sngp-
gested last vear. rather than spend the
amount proposed on that railway, it
woulll pay beftor to huy oul these men
and puoi them smnewlhere else. T have
heard it vomounred ithat wany of those
who are holding the land are waiting
antil they hear the railway pass, and
they will mive the opporlunity fo thelr
fellows of taking it np by saving to them,
“You can take the land now that the rail-
way is eoming.” T lardly believe ithat
that i true. bul it has been freely rum-
oured. Tn regard to the Midland Rail-
way Company, T would hke to say that
not only this Grovernment but other Gov-
ertnments have treated that eompany un-
fairlv. Tt is bevond guestion that the
Wongan  Hills-Mullewn

railway  was
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specially coustructed to irrilate and to
do burm to ihe Midland Company. )

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not a sin of
ilie present Governmeni.

Hon, H. I'. Colebateh: It is not a sin;
it is o virfue.

Hon,  Siv 1B H, WITTENOOM:
Whether it is or nol, my opinion is that
spur lines should have been conslrueted
Tfrem the Midland Compuanys line, and
these would have served the purpose. L
contend thar a railway company which
liaz done =0 mueh good to Western Aus-
fralin, =ueh as the Midland Company,
wlieh began the eonsirvuciion of its line
at a thne when no sane man would have
thought of building w vaitway, a company
which has kepl the line going all these
vears  withouli any  profit——indeed  the
profits were so poor ihat none of the
ariginal shareholders gol a penny out of
the line—-n company sueh as this, shoula
nol  have  been addenied  fair  frealment.
Fither acknewledge them as heing of
some ue (0 the country wr huy them
out by wiving them o fair sum of money,
but we should not Iry {o damage them
by putling up a railway on one side of
theni. and, as ancilier administration did,
extublizh a stenmship service on the other
gide.  That 1= not the way {o encourage
people {o invest money in Wesfern Ans-
tralin. T must apologise for having taken
up =0 mach valuable time, hut i neees-
sary that T ehonld do =0 owing to the
splendid speeches of the mover and the
secander of the Address-in-reply. T ean
only say in conelugion, in the words that
1 find at the hation of the Speech, that
T hope oar deliberations will he attended
with (he hest gond to the country. T
have wmueh pleasure in supporting the
Address-in-reply.

Houn. (", 7. BAXTER (Fasi): On the
lmsiings, and previous fo taking part
in my election T was always led 1o helieve
thal 1he Legislative Council was a non-
party chamber, but sitbing here and lis-
lening to fhe speeclies which have bheen
made, T have eome to the conclusion that
it 18 a party house, T had no intention of
referring {o the party that I represent
fo-day, bat hon. members have seen fit
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10 make some menlion of it on several
occasions, and 1 think it is my duty
1o defend it to a certain extent and ex-
plain its position in the political arena.
Mr. Cornell stated that we were a joint

in the tail of the Liberal party. I would
tell the hon, member thai that 1is
not correct. We are standing as a

separale political party, and, so far as
I know, we mean to continue on that
line. We were in the position that we
found existing parties had done so very
little for ns in the way of good adninis-
tration, that we were foreed to establish
this party of our own. We are not al-
lied with any one party. Tu ihis respect
I might inform hon. members that at
the present time we intend to ecail for
nominations from persons willing to con-
test (he Dampier seai, and in addition
also to eall for nominations from (hose
whe may bhe willing to contest the
Senate seats.  That will prove conclu-
sively that we have no intention of be-
coming allied with any other party. We
are determined to stand on the ground
we {ook up at the commencement. If
we had any intention of becoming allied
with any parfy, what would have been
the use of seiting ont as a separate polit-
ieal body® Rather would we have stepped
in and tried to improve existing parfies.
However, we found ourselves in the posi-
tion that we thought improvements eould
be brought about, and the only avenue
open to us was the step we have faken
of forming the porty which is ours at
ihe present time. 'The results of the
vecent clections have proved conclusively
thai a large hoedv of the electors are
with us in addition to those who are
memhers of our party. My own contest
proved conclusively that 1 was not sent
here by members of the Counfry party
alone, and the huge majority T received
over both candidafes, shows plainly at the
oulset that the clectors generally are look-
ing for a clean and sound political body,
and a body whose views are broad. We
have the interests of the whole State al
heart, in faet the whole of the Common-
wealth, and we are in the position that
we stand for the betierment not of one
class but of the whole community. The
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position of ihe primary producer in Aus-
iralia is as a drudge in the hody politie.
That position may be smnmed up as tol-
lows:—The soldier lights for all, the
preacher prays for all, the lawyer pleads
for all, the merchants sells for all, but
the poor unfurtunate producer has to
jray for all.  That iz one of the reasons
why we are here to-day. The only time
we find that our interesis as farmers are
looked after, or fhal promises are made
ihat they will be locked after, is on the
eve of an election. We find then that
we have lots to look after our interests.
But, unfortunately, as soon as the heat
of the election 1s over, and the sueccess-
ful candidates have assumed (heir seats
in the legislative halls, that is the last
whiclt is heard of the promises lo any
extent, The priunary producer has op-
posed to him the great protective inter-
ests of the secondary industries. The
powerful combination of unionism is pro-
tecting ihe worker, but the farmer has no
protection. The primary producer re-
ceives no  benefit whatever  from
the protected secondary industries.
Here is an illustration: to-day we
find 155 eapitalists ave engaged
in  the manufacture of agrienltoral
implements, and the cost of these ma-
chines, as all know, even those who ave
outside (he industry, is strangling us.
Does the worker benefit by the increased
cost through heavy protection? Let us
elance at his side. The whole of the
industry in the Commonwealth emplovs
1.516 hands and the average wage is £2
1s. 2d. per employee; therefore, for the -
benefit of 155 chosen persons, our indus-
iry is paralvsed. and that without any
profit to the worker, although the worker
is told to-day that protection means het-
tering his lof. It does not hetter his lot;

neither will the new proteciion bet-
ter his lot one iota. We as a
copntry parly are not fightine for
palitieal power, but for political re-

presentation; we are not fighting for the
rieht to povern, but are making a deter-
mined fight for the right to live, which
T maintain is denied us to-day. The right
to live is given secondary indusiries by
parliamentary protection; the right to
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live is given labour by a strong and
powerful organisation, by the protection
of powerful unions. Bnt the primary
producer npon whom the secondary in-
dnstries, the artisan, the merelants, and
the State generally. depend, has to Hght
a long, losing haitle, and there are those
fo-day not only in the outer world bnt
in legislative halls who wonld deny the
right to the primary producer to have di-
vect representalion in Parliament. Why
should not the backbone of the country
have its representatives in Parliament as
well as other sections 7 The primary pro-
ducer has every duly put upon  his
requirements, and the commodities he
uses. plus the mervehants profits, and has
to submit to every increase in wages. He
has also to bear the high freights, both
by land and sea, e has bad roads and
incompiete or no railway conveniences
whatever., e has 1o contend against
had seasons and acts of God and when ie
has reaped his harvest he has to compete
in the world’s markets agaiust cheap
labour, couniries like India and Russia,
awainst the better and cheaper handling
costs i Canada, Ainerica, and the Argen-
tine Republie, And of course it will be
remembered  that those countries are
working withont any protection, and ave
not hampered with the load we are ham-
pered with here at the present time. So
that to-dayv, in this State of ours, it is
correct to say that no eclass reaps less for
their Inbour than the primary producer,
the backbone of the country, and the in-
dustry that the whole of Australia’s
suceess  depends npon, I am nol
ignoring the gold mining industry: it has
donte splendidly for the Slate. and as a
representative of the Country party it
will receive evervy consideration at my
hawds. We are not out for one parti-
enlar parl: we are shareholders in this
vast State, aml every industry will re-
veive due consideration at onr hands. At
the same time it has been shown con-
elusively that the very backbone of the
State, that the life of the Commonwealth
depends upon the primary industries.
Now we have a party in power elaiming
to be friends of the farmers. T have
heard some of ihe leaders of that party
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say that they have been spoon-feeding
the farmers. [ ecannot see if. A great
deal = said abont seed wheat and de-
ferred renis, but do the Government for-
rat that they charge interest on what-
ever money is advanced in that diree-

tion? Do they forgel that if they had
nof rendered  assistance the selectors
would  have heen  foreed off their
holding=, and 1o greater calamity
eould  happen fo any ecountry? Any
administrative  body must avoid any-

thing in that divection. If they want to
he friends to the farmer, let themn assist
in redueing the eost of production. They
are nol doing it {o-day. Neither party
have done it, lver since T retired from
busines< and fook nup farming, 11 years
ago, the inerease in the eost of produe-
tion has heen going on and to-day it is
almaost unhicarable. We hear it argned
that the Tarmer is noi payving the rural
workers o decent wage, As a represen-
lalive of the farmers generally, T want
to say that they as a clnss do tlieir level
hest ta pay a deeent wage, but they are
not getting it themselves and every mem-
her of the House should be perfectly
aware of this fnet, Assist ns to get into
a position where the mdustry will pay so
that we can get a fair day’s pay for a
fair day’s work, We are not getiing it
at the present lime. The rural worker is
reaping more out of fhe industry than
we are. [f we receive consideration we
will pax any reasonable wage., We have to
cuarrel with the rural worker: his iu-
teresls are onr interests, We are not out
against the rural worker as some people
canternd.  We wish we were in a position
tu pay him far more wages than he is gel-
ling al present. Some of hese workers are
awitating for cight hours. 8o are we
farmers. We would be plad to get it.
Assist ns to make the industry pay and
we will adopt it right away and T for oue
as a farmer will be mighty pleased to do
it,  We must remember also that pro-
ducers, with all the heavy costs of pro-
dunetion, are forced to buyv in the highest
market and sell in the lowest, We must
remember that farmers are faced with
one market only, the world’s market. We

to-day have to pay the highest raies, no
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matter in what avenune we purehase, for
any commodity we require. The rates
are higher than those obtaining in any
vtlier country; ouwr distance from the
world’s market is greater; our freights
are higher in every direction and yet we
expect the country to advance whilst we
cannot export our produce and make it
a payable proposition. We have experi-
enced during the last few years, only
fair seasons—7 will not say bad ones—
and when we find this condition of af-
fairs prevailing, we would expeet lenient
treatment from any Government, but we
have not reeeived it. Qur rates have been
increased all round. Attempts were made
to increase the land tax and when they
failed. a heavy impost was put on
our railage aeeounts. The inereased
rates on fertilisers alone would have
more than met the whole of the amount
derived from ihe proposed inereased land
tax. IF any revenue is needed it seems
to be the vule for the Goverpment no
matter what parly are in power, to malke
the one unfortunate, the man on the land,
fool the bill every itme. Coming again
1o the inerease in the price of land, this
was the most iniquitous proposal ever
adopted in a yvoung evuniry. Tp to the
present time, T have not heard a decent
argument in favour of it, and T do not
see how anything ean be said in favour
of it. Qur poesition as a young State
should be to produce revenue, not to
Inok for a few extra pounds by inereas-
ing the priee of Iand. Our need to-day is
land settlement; we want to get our
lands into ile producing stage.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Who made thal inerease in the
price of land?

Hen, C. F. BAXTER: 1 am not here
against any partieular party. The hon.
member must not think that T am against
his parly. The TLiberal party were re-
sponsible for that increase. but 1 am giv-
ing my arguments against legislation in
the past as it affects the man on the land.
We were told by fthe late Minister for
Lands that the reason for the inerease in
the cost of the land was to provide for
railway facilities. Was that a fair and
reasonable way to look at things? T say
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decidedly no. 'The people are lirst asked
to go out and open up virgin soils and
produce revenue, The verv livst thing to
e done should be to run a eailway out.
hut this is not dane. People are seni out
to produce revenue and they are also
asked {o pay for the railway and that
rallway is provided to assist them lo pro-
duee revenue upon which praciically the
whole State will be dependent: in ofher
words, the settlers are asked to find the
whole of the facilities for producing the
revenue and keeping the eountry going.
Those who have gone out info the dry
areas—some of them paid 37s. per acre
for their land—Nhave gone out 100 miles
further than other favoured settlers. They
have gone out past where we rhought the
rainfall was assured, but they will be sue-
cexsful if they are given an opportunity,
But they are not being ziven an oppor-
tunity in any sense of the word. Why
put an increased price on the land? Would
it not be beiter to give people the land
and impose cerlain conditions as regards
improving it? We want lo get the rev-
enue produced, revenue whiell is lIying
dormant in the svil. We do not want to
place a heavy impost on the man who is
opening up the country, It is altogether
wrong to do so. The only way is lo re-
duce the price of the land, which should
ok exceed 15¢. an aere, Aunylhiug ahove
that would he unreasonable. The pay-
ment should be spread over 30 years and
the land should be rent free for five years.
A new seltler would then be given n
chance to open up the conutry and to
produce the revenue which the country
will be looking Lo in the near fulure. The
ery has been—“low can we defer rents
and give them land rent Ffree for five
years? T reply—“Is it not better than
to lose these setllers altogether and to
have their lands thrown back on io the
hands of the State?  Decidedly it is, I
would hike hon. members to take a trip
through some of the country in which I
was electioneering during the last three
wonths, the Dowerin-Merredin couniry,
to see for ihemselves the disadvantages
under which setilers are placed. They
would arrive at (he same conelusion that
something must be done speedily to re-
lieve Lhese people and keep them on their -



150

holdings. Men and women with stout
hearts who are facing so many difficulties
need all the assistance which any Govern-
ment cun give them. To assist those who
ave opening up the lands the main things
should be railways, roads and water sup-
plies. I do ol deery anything which has
been done by various Goverumenis in the
past. CGood worl has been done lo 2 cer-
{ain exient, bul we want it doubled; we
wani to push ahead with it and be pro-

gressive. To-day we are not progressive,
Look al the small mileage of railway
which is being constructed every year,

and tlis in a young conniry wheve there
lias been such a rush on {o the land, There
are hundreds of people perishing to-day
for want of a railway. I would like hon,
memhers to think of themselves in the
same posilion 25, 30, and even 40 miles
from a railway. How is il possible to do
anything with (hat land? I{ iz nol pos-
sible. Shall we ask them to carry their
supplies ont for that distanee and to cavt
{heir wheat baek over the same distance,
wheat at 3s. 2d. a busliet? We are told
that the departmentnl plants are doing
their utmost now in the direetion of vail-
way construetion. This is one very grave
mistake which the present Administra-
tion are making, Why are they slicking
to alepartmental plant only? TFor the life
of me [ cannot understand.  Perhaps [
wizh to he tov progressive for them. We
should be calling for tenders for the eon-
struetion of these lines, Tor every line
to be laid down tenders should be ecalled
and the department should submit a (en-
der and if (heir tender is 1he most suit-
able, by all means they should construect
it, But now iz the time io push forward
ad to put every available penny iuto
apening up the country and constracting
ratlway=.  What is lhe use of waiting
until those settled an the land have spent
their money?  undreds have done o,
anl when the railwavs o caine they can-
not avail themselves of the fueililies.
Many ratlways have been promised and
have been hanging fire for vears and
vears, Under these promises. seitlers
have gone out on to the land. They keep
on complainivg and agitating for a line
but =1ill it eomes no neaver, and the Gov-
ernment are content to go along at Lhe old

[COUNCILL.]

sihailpace of a few handred miles a year.
The exeuse that there is no money for
further railway econsiruction is of no use
at all; it will not hold water. The Gov-
ernment can fiiul money to put inlo soc-
1alistie venlures and Siate (rading con-
cerns. Why should they put all the money
iniv State trading concerns when (he ecoun-
try is crying out for railways, reads, and
water supplies? There is no justification
for it, none whatever, Take the amount
of money which was laid out for the bene.
fit of une seclion of {he eommunity only,
the purchase of the Perth tramways. I
do not hesilute to say that that proposal
was allogether wrong. [ do neol helieve
in the nationalisation of the tramway sys-
tem. ler us have municipalisation by ail
means aidd the municipaliiies here were
quite agreeable (o purchase the trams.
They did not hesitaie to say so. bul ihe
Government stepped in and purchased
the (rams over their heads, There is
three-quarters of a million of money ly-
ing in 1he Pertll tramway system to-day
which would bave eonsirueted between
00 and G600 miles of railways. Think of
the amount of revenue which would have
been returned (o the State and the num-
bers of settlers who would liave been re-
lieved as a result of thal expendifure.
What right have any Government lo drvag
us as shaveholders into a eoncern like the
Perili tramways? They arve for the bene-
fit of the nelropolitan area only and
afrer all the service was in exisience
here: it was nol as if (he Govern-
ment  lad  merely undertaken to lay
down and instal a new service. They
had the tram service here, The Gov-
ernment may liave lproved it to a
cerfain extenl—] am npot going to dis-
pute that—but there is no justifieation
for their purchasing it. Even had the
muniripalities not agreed to purchase it,
there was ho justifieation for a (Govern-
menf praetically hampered for money o
open up the gountry with railways, roads
and so forth, purchasing those trams,
We find, again, another avenue where
a lot of railways could have been built
with money that has been spent otherwise.
I refer to the loss on the State steamers.
We are informed on authority that the
loss will ameunt to £30,000 per annum.
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That is a section of an agricaltural rail-
way lost Lo the country.

The Colonial Secretary: The balanee-
gheet does no show that.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: The balance
shects arve a puzzle. We never really eaun
understand the balanee sheets. I woull
like the Government to adopt proper
methods of aceountancy. so that we, as
shareholders, might know exactly where
we stand as regards the State trading
eoncerns,  We lave s iden td-day.

THon, J. F, Cullen: You would be tou
wisr then.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: | bave sat in
this (hamber and listened to hon, mem-
bers referring io the steamship service.
Mr. Holmes pointed out that there was
a loss, through mortality, on the State
steamers vreater (han on the steamship
companies’ boals, and that the steamship
service was hot relicving the posilion
which it was designed to relieve—that is,
{o asgist the small supplier: that the State
steamers were running for two or three
big suppliers only. Yet, strange to say,
AMr, Holimes expressed himself in favour
of the service. 1 cannut for the life of
me undersiand how an hon. mmember ean
be in faveur of a trading concern when
all that he tells us is really against the
concern. He has not really shown us
one redeeming fealure about the service,
and personally I eannot see one. I should
like lo see something done fo assist the
small suppliers in the North, buf it has
heen prroved here—it has not been chal-
lenged—tliat the State steamers are not
relieving the situation.

The Colonial Seeretary: They are.

Hon. ¢, T. BAXTER: 1| would like
the Colonial Seeretary lo point out to us
where they are relieving it. and then
shall he satisfied.

Member: Al through,

Hon. (. F. BAXTER: We may have
some State trading concerns that are
of lenefit to the State: and T certainly
would support such; but when we find a
position such as has been shown to-day,
that these ftrading concerns are o drag
on the Treasury, and of no benefit to the
country either directly or indirectly, the
vhe thing for us te do is to put them
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ant of existence right away. In this
connection | was speaking a few moments
back of the methods of accountaney. I
projrer methods were adopted to inform
us every half year of ihe exact position,
we would know what to do in reference
to the trading concerns, There is (lhe
Yandanookn estate in connection wilh
these trading eoncerns, and I was greatly
amused to notice that the Minister tur
Lands stated that he sold Lhe stock Fron
fhe Yandanooka estate af the North ¥re-
mantle yards to assisl the small bulehevs
and Lkeep down the price of meat, Does
the Minister not know, or ig he frving fo
mislead ws? He was compelled to sell
those budlocks at the time. We who have
luul experience know very well that from
Tecember {o February are the ouly
moulhs that you ean have fat sioek. Be-
fore rhat time the stock are not in con-
dition, and after that time they lose vou-
dition. 1 would like the Minisler to Lave
hetter information when he goes lo re-
present this Stale  in America  very
shortly—more reliable information than
e has given the public on this matler.
T have no lhesilation in saving that the
veason for the Govermmenl putting the
stock on the market at that time was not
to relieve the small huicher, nt fo relicve
themzelves of ile stock, some of which
did not arrive in prime condition anl
were nol likelv to get into prime vcon-
dition. T notiee that the manager of
Yandanooka altended a s«ale at whieh
sheep were o be disposed of in small
lots of 100 to 150. Many farmers
came lundreds of miles lo atiend the sala,
and when they arrived there they found
the mwanager of the Yandanooka estate.
the Guovermment coucern, in opposilion
to them, and buying the main line of
sheep wgninst them at a prohijbitive price,
Thus we-find the State trading eoncerns
in opposition to the small farmers them-
solves.

The Colonial Secrefary: What sale was
that? '

Hou. (. ¥. BAXTER: The sale at
Bowes. Now, with regard to the Gold-

fields Water Supply. A great deal has
been said about the good service tle
departmeni has done to the agricultural
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areas by putting in the wwer supply, |
do not think the farmers thems=e¢lves
say that—in faet they do not. The in-
crease of rates on poldfields water sup-
plied to the farmers puis them in the
position that it does aot pay to have the
use of the goldfields water, although they
are compelled to take it. 1 make the
average cost of water to the farmers in
{he agrienltural distriets 8s. per thousand
zallons, and I would like hon. members
to show me how it is o payable proposi-
tion ont a farm. It may be for household
purposes, but not for general purposes on
a farm.

Hon. W, Patrick: 1 thought they were
charging Gz, now.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: The home-
stead rate of £5 and fourpence per
aere rate works out at considerably

over 8s., bul I am cutting il pretiy line.
Even af 8s. it is not a payvable proposi-
tion, Now why is it (hat the Government
cap fake thal waler as far as Kanowna—
three times the distanee the agriculturat
areas are—and sell it to the Kanowna
mires at 1s, Gd, per thousand?

Hon, W, Palrick: They eannot do it.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: They are doing
it to-day. The cost of pumping water
to all seciions of agrieultural areas
amounls to ouly threepence per thousand
vallons, Yet we have the Minister for
Works telling us thal it has been run
at o loss of £11,000 per annum. It must
be undersitood, in the first place, that
what has been supplied (o the agricnliural
areas is really surplus water, The de-
partment would not connect one farmer
with the wain until they knew perfeetly
weli that they had an over-supply of
wilcr bevond the requirements of the
fields. The same eapital was covering the
whole of the operalions; so that, after
all, it was a good thing for the depart-
ment that the farmers did take the water.
Now, where does the Minister place the
loss of £11,000 per annum? We find
that he puts down four per cent. inter-
est, three per ceni. sinking fund, three
per cent. renewals, and two per cent.
maintenance. T'hese are rather alarming
amounts on a concery like that, and T
would like 1o know—---

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W, Patrick: How many per cent.
altogether?

Hon. . I
twelve per cent.

Hon. W. Patrick: Robbery.

Hon, €, F. BAXTER: I would like
to komow why do not the (overmment
charge fhe same raie on their trading
coneerns? WWhere is (he difference? Why
make the difference? 1 must commend
the Govermment for establishing a fund
for sufferers from miners’ complaint,
think it is a splendid idea. We must do
somelhing For (hese men.  In this eonnee-
fion, however, I do not think the fund
will do a great deal. The proposal, I
mndetstand, s to allow 23s. per week and
Ss.*per child.  Families eannot possibly
exist on that, though it will relieve the
situation,  On these matters, however, I
would  rather see preventive measures
adopled i the first place. Although the
Governmenl may have the feeling that
they would like (o relieve the situation,
and though they have altempled Lo do so
in this ense, I wish to ask lhem why do
they not make use of the regulations and
prevent the disense? That i5 the attitude
they should lake up. Go to the fields
lo-day, and what do you find? Some of
the hest of our people—youny men of
36—ypractically ruined. The Governmeni
have had the power in their hands lo
prevent this, I maimlain, and have not
avpiled themselves of il.

Hon. J. B. Dodd {(Flonorary Minis-
ler}: ‘Fhis Tlouse is responsible for (hai,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This House
cannot be responsible for the non-enforce-
ment of regulations already provided un-
der the Act. Rules 19 and 20 of the
Mines Regulation Act read as follows:—

(1% 1f any dusi is produced in the
course of nining operations under-
growd, or in mines and reduetion
works. to such an exfent thal the in-
spector considers the health of work-
men to be endangered therehy, he shall
give nulice in writing to that cffeet,
and the owner, agent, or manager shall
thereupon provide, and canse to be eon-
stantly used. such appliances as will
prevent dust from being breathed hy
workmen,

BANTER:  Allogether
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(20) If spray of water is wused,
cither on lhe surface or underground,
for the purpese of laying dust, the
water so used shall be free from pollu-
tion with organie or other noxious
matler.

T maintain that the Govermnent bave
the power in theit hands to prevent thix
evil. mud have uot used that power.

Hou, J, M. Doid (Honorary Minis-
tery: 1f this Honse had passed the chief
inspeetor, we wmight have done so.

Hen. . K. BAXTER: You have in-
spectors al the present time. 1 maintain
that in the past these reznlalions have
heeu neglected, and that it they had been
enfurcad as they might have heen the evil
would Lave bheen prevented. What is the
use of laws if we do not enforee them?
I am of the opinien that, had the
law heen enfoveed, some fing men who
have heen laid low would be well and at
work to-day. A complaint has been
made about this House not passing wmea-
sures. As a new member I do not pro-
pose to defend the House against ihat
charge—i1 1hink the old members are well
ahle o prolect the Chamber; hut in a
cace nf thiz sorr 1 think we should en-
foree the law 1o the hest of our ability.
I have been informed that one of {he rea-
sons why the law has not bheen enforeed
i® that it would represent a heavy impost
on the poldfields, Which is worse: the
loss of life, or the loss of dividends? Let
us protect the lives of onr workmen, no
matter whai the eosi. "Those lives are of
more importance to us than any divid-
ends we may gain.  Some hon. members
have referred in this House o centralisa-
tion, and have stated that no such thing
exists, TFlow such a statement can be
made 1 do not understand. T have heard
here speeches hristling with centralisa-
tion. The purchase of (he trams is
one parl of 1. The fact t(hat 37
per ceut. of our population are with-
in the wmetropolitan area shows econ-
closively that eentralisation bas heen
adopted, and the fact that other States
are worse than ours in this respeel is no
criterion.  We should not be guided by
that in any way. Some 15 or 16 vears
agn several of our ontside ports were

doing a fair amount of trade. Gradually
that trade was dragged away from them.
and I do not hesitate to say that concern-
ing one port whiech T know particularly
well—-Albany. Albany was robbed of ils
legilimale irade, Albany is one of the
finest harbors in Ausiralia, and what has
heen done for il? Nothing. The whole
of the vested interests of Perth amd Fre-
mantle have drawn everything to the one
corner; and, to my mind, following up
the dobate, there is hardly one sectivn of
it that does not eome ripht baek to ihe
one thine—-cenfralisation. It is about
lime that Western Australia, as a vonng
couniry, stropped ecentralization.  Other
States have heen foreed to dvop il, and
it is about time we did so as well. Now
we find thai the present (overnment are
starting a scheme of decentralisation. s
it not rather lafe in the day for them?
They Thave promised eerlain .improve-
ments in Albany which are mueh needed.
Albany has heen negleclted for the last
16 vears: no wornler the community slown
there are dizsatfisfied. Hunbury has been
promised improved harbour faeilities, and
to my nind, owing (v the paosilion of
altairs in ihe political world it savours
very meh of frving to make (he seals
~afe for the (wo genilemen sitting for
those constitnencies: more espeeiaily <o
if we take a glance W Geraldion, where
we find that all improvements arve “under
consideralion.” 1t seems peculiar, esj:eci-
ally seeing that aring the recenl clection
an Oppesitien member wus returne | for
Geraldton.

Alember: Whal about

Hon, €. F. BAXTER: Ifremantle has
heen very well looked after in the past.
In reference to nmending the (onstidu-
tion, Mr. Coruell louched upon what he
eallei] ~the restricted franchise.” 1 would
iike (o hear his opinion further on this
question. 1 think the franchise is very
liberal, in fact I do not see how it could
Le tinproved. ab all events not in the in-
terests of the ecounlry. Are we going lo
give the government of the ecountry
wholly aud solely into lhe hands of a
pepulation that conld pul np their few
things and et out to-morrow if disaster
oerurred, leaving those with an interesi

Fremamle !
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in the country to bear the burden? Take
a ease in point. During {lie recent car-
penters’ strike we found 39 earpenters
eollecling their bags of tools and leaving
the State. Yet there are those who would
j-ut the whole of the government of the
State into such bhands to-day. Take the
question of preference to unionists, where
they think fit, although in the minority,
they try to compel the majority to
agree with them and swallow the prin-
ciple.  Yet they want to reverse the posi-
tiou in reference 1o the Legislative Coun-
cil. There are I the Speeeh ceriain
references to railways. I have not dealt
wilh any particular part of that Speeeh,
becanse I ihink it has beeu dealt with very
exlensivelv already. One railway men-

tioned is that of Tsperance. | am a
strong supporter of that railway, for

many reasons, One is that T know (e
raitway is needed and that as an agrieul-
tiral raiiway it will he a profilable con-
cern. 1 do not say it will be so from the
very firsl, but the couniry is there—I am
a practical farmer with 11 years' experi-
ence in this Slate—the country iz there;
{ know the Iisperance country well and 1
know what T ain talking about. The
country is ithere to support a railway.

Hon. . G, Gawler: Would you have it
Lmilt before other lines already autho-
rised?

Ton. (. F. BAXTER: Certainly not.
T have the assaranee of the Premier that
{he Esperance railway will not be built
until those already promised have been
laid down, and T am content to take his
a=aanee. 1 eanr of agree with hon, mem-
hers when they say it would be nonsense
to ecstablish another railway system. I
would ask them, are we going to block
the eonntry for all time? Are we gning o
apen up Western Ausfralia, or are we
woing fo keep it in one liltle corner as in
{he rast? Is il not time that we started
(o open up ali parts of the Stafe? I say
that it is. Mr. Colehateh said there will
be no way of getting the produce away
from Esperance. If they produce down
there, then the eommerce of the world will
always find a way of disposing of that
produce; and we have to make a com-
meneement sooner or later. Mr. Cullen
advoeated a line mmning. east and west.

[COUNCIL.] »

1L the country is Lhere, and [ know it is,
to run a line east and west, should vot a
line run north and soulh to the pori?
The hon. gentleman would have us ran
a line hundreds of miles to bring the pro-
duce back to the Great Southern. Why
should the settlers pay for all that length
of carriage when they bave a port close
at hand? Mr. Holmes opposed the line,
and stated that be was against any separ-
ate systemn, IHas there not been a separ-
ate system before? Oue of the oldest
lines in Western Australia was a separate
system. Mr. Holmes advocated the build-
ing of 400 miles of line to conneet up the
Port Hedland system. It would take only
200 miles to connect up the Rtavensthorpe
and the proposed Esperance lines, and i
eannot be said that the revenue which
would be produced by the 400 miles con-
necting the Hedland line would be any-
thirg like fhat to he derived from ihe
Esperance line.

Hon., Fir F. M. Witlenoom: What
whoul rainfall ¥
Hon, U0 K. BAXTER: The eounlry is

within the wood rainfall of the const. In
reference 1o the vields., let us take any
part of our agriculinral areas, pul thewn
tn the same position as the Fsperance
comiry and under the same (reaiment,
with the ground just seraiched and with-
out the aid of ferlilisers, and whal wonid
be the yield? Nothing belter than thag
from Esperance to-day. I say that as
a practical farmer. Give these people
railway facilities and they will show you
the Esperance land ean produce equally
as well as any other part of the State.
I have seen in the Esperance country
grass land where one could turn oul a
horse at night and the animal would be
readly for work next morning. That was
on foresl country, and T know no other
part of the State where the same thing
could be done. We have several other
important lines which T would like the
Government to proceced with right away.
Onc is the Bolgarl section, traversing
some of the richest country we have in
Western Ausliralia. Seltlement is there.
Why not push on with it at once? Never

mind ahout departmental plans; let them

call for tenders if they cannot do it them-
solves,
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Hon. H. P. Colebatch: 1t will interfere
with ihe Midland Co.’s land.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: We cannot help
that; we have to open up cur Slate. I
feel that T am representing the whole of
the farming community in this. Those
people there have no railway facilities.
They are settled on splendid eountry, with
a rainfall of some 16 to 18 inches. There
is no excuse whatever for delaying the
line. I believe it is the intention to pro-
ceed with the Kondinin-Merredin section,
and in view of the faect that there ave
numbers of setilers there who are disap-
pointed through the Wickepin-Merredin
line not serving them, they should be
served right away. There is splendid
land in that district, well adapted for
wheat growing and suitable for dry areas.
There are thousands and thousands of
acres there, and it is the best class of
conniry for produecing wheal under dry
conditions, If that line were run through
almost immediately it would relieve the
settlers there, There are several of those
settlers earning wages in Perth fo-dav,
wen who have been on the land for two
or three vears. When asked what they
are domg in Perth they say they cannot
do anything else; they cannot eart wheat
30 or 40 miles. Governments of the past
bave been making a huge blunder in con-
structing the railways too far apart.
Twenty miles should be the very outiside,
and even then some settlers will be left
to cart 14 miles. T would like hon, mem-
bers to have to load and unload their
teams of wheat and do 25 miles a day.
Some lines are run on the old slyle of 25
and 30 miles apart, which means perfect
slavery to try and make a living at all.
Another line that has been promised is the
Wyaleatchem-Mount.  Marshall.  Those
seitlers were promised a railway years
and years back, and the promise has not
been fulfilled yet.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Is that
line better justified than the Esperance
line?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is more
settlement there. The Government have
made a start with it, but apparently they
pulled up all of a sudden. This line
should be taken out immediately. If they

[6]

do not supply a line for those persons
uext summer it will be a calamity. The
line should be taken right round Lake
Brown and connected up. I know of
setilers out in that Lake Brown country
who have been there five and six years,
and they are nol relieved yet, and aceord-
ing to the progress made in laying down
these lines they will be very old men when
relieved, if indeed they are alive at all.
Another line urgently required is the
Uearty-Yorkrakine. A huge mistake was
made in laying the Dowerin-Merredin too
far from the existing goldfields line, and
a line must be laid between the two.
There are between 200 and 300 farmers
there, from 1215 to 25 miles distant from
a line. It is splendid country, yet they are
in the unfortunate position that they can-
not make it pay. We want to hurry on
with these lines. They are the main con-
sideration in a young country like West-
ern Ausiralia. We find the position to-
day is that both parties are elaiming to he
the saviours of the country in the way of
doing a lot o relieve the situation, but
very little is dome. To my mind they
savour very much of the elephant and the
chickens. An elephant in his wander-
ings one day saw a hen with 2 big brood
of chickens, about 14 in number, It was
raining and the hen was trying to cover
them all up beneath her sheltering wings.
The elephant noticed this in passing. A
few days afterwards he came along again,
and the chickens were huddled together
with no mother, the mother having heen
killed in the meantime, The elephant
thought that as the hen had eovered them
up and kept them warm, and was not now
there to do so that he would do his best,
so he sat down on them and erushed the
life out of them.

Hon., W. Pafrick: Which is the ele-
phant ¢ i

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: Both. They
try to act as godfathers to us, and really
crush us ount of existence.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Yon want
a fairy godmother, I think,

Hen. C. . BAXTER: What have the
Governments of the past done in the way
of relieving the sitnation in regard to the
produce which we need in this State?
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Practically ‘wothing. Over a million
pounds a year leaves this State for butter
and eggs, ete. Why do not they assist
ibe men themselves in opening up the
south-west of the State and give settlers
the land, so lohg as they will produce the
goods. We do not want that million
pounds to be going cut of the State every
year; we want rather to keep it here.
During the stagnation in Victoria it was
buiter that saved the situation, This will
show vou haw vifal a part that commodity
played. We find here that we are im-
porting most of our bhutfer to-day, while
we have thousands of acres of good land
which, if opened up, would supply us
with as much of this ecommodity as we
require. As a representative of the Coun-
try party, I am going to say that we are
out for all that makes for good, clean
legislation. We are in the posilion that
we are going to do awny with the old
feelings of personalities and abuse. My
position in this Chamber is to consider
any proposition that comes forward with
an open and unbiassed mind, We want
good sound legislation, and we want to
do away with any personalities or abuse.
Our principles arve broad enough to take in
all seetions of the comumunity. The Hon.
Mr. Ilirwan refers to revenue tariff as a
dead letter. T cannot see it. We must
remember that since the days of the old
fight to bring about freetrade, the electors
have been enlightened on the matter and
they have been foreed to support it,
owing to the heavy drains upon their
pockets. We find hundreds to-day, who
were protectionists, but who have been
hrought round to a different way of
thinking. It has brought me round to
the freetrade side.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan:
frectrade side.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I hape the hon.
member will always stick to it. I feel
sure of suceers, T feel sure that the Coun-
try party will be the national party of
Australin and that, too, at ne distant
date. Thal may seem hig talk, Eighteen
months ago it would have seemed big
talk if T had said that we would be in the
position that we are in to-day.

T am still on the

[ASSEMBLY.)

On motion by Hon, J. Diiffell debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.18 p.m.

Legislative Bssembiy,
Tuesday, 7th July, 1914.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayors.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE TRADING
CONCERNS,

Hon, FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier : 1, Whether the provisions of the
Government Trading Concerns Act have
heen suspended in conneetion with any
of the State trading concerns ? 2, If so,
whieh, and for what period? 3, What
was the reason for such suspensions?

The PREMIER replied : 1, No. But
exemption from the operation of the
Act was given up to Ist July, 1913, to
those concerns which had only just ecom-
menced trading, and prior to the above
date proper hooks are required by the
Act had not been kept. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1.

Mz. MONGER asked the DPremier :
1, Will he state if the halance-sheeils of
the Government trading concerns sub-
mitted at the close of last session have



